
 
 

Goal: To promote the learning and growth of all students through effective 
partnerships with families, caregivers, community members and organizations.  
 
Welcome to the Official Newsletter of the Split Team of Nissitissit Middle School.  We 
hope you feel more informed about the daily lives of your students.  
 

7th Grade 
 
Science -  The unit on thermal energy has just begun.  Students are learning to use 
Bunsen Burners and hot plates.  We have so much equipment to teach about heat and 
heat energy that you would be very impressed!  Your child will be using thermal 
conductivity wands and bars,and thermal expansion ball-and-ring sets.  There are 
laboratory activities almost every day to study Conduction, Convection, and Radiation.  
 
Social Studies -  We will be wrapping up the Pre American Revolution unit by holiday 
break.  This unit has covered so far the French and Indian War and we are currently 
working on the causes of the American Revolution.  We have continued to dissect 
primary sources and answer important historical questions related to the beginnings of 
the United States which builds great close reading and text analysis skills.  Between 
now and break there will be a quiz and a unit test to wrap up all of the important details 
and concepts covered.  As always current events are discussed on a regular basis in 
order to keep students informed and active citizens.  
 
Language Arts - This month, we will be completing Pygmalion. Students will continue 
to work on identifying claims and supporting evidence in the supplemental articles that 
they have been reading in addition to the play. Students will have a final assessment 
which will be a world cafe where they will need to participate in a graded discussion. In 
addition to their work with Pygmalion students second SSR assignment will be due 
December 20th before school. Students have been assigned a body biography project 
that is to be based on the protagonist from their books. Wishing everyone a warm and 
happy holiday season.  
 



Math - We are progressing through our units introducing students to the four operations 
with positive and negative numbers.  They will need a lot of practice in this area - 
repetition is good!   You can easily help them strengthen these skills. 
 

8th Grade 
 
Science - Throughout December, your child will be studying the physics of motion and 
Newton’s Laws.  S/he will have the opportunity to work in a hands-on environment that 
includes Hot Wheels cars and Estes Rockets and everything in-between. 
 
Social Studies -  We are continuing of U.S. Civics.  This has included so far the review 
of the three branches of the United States federal government and their specific roles 
and purpose.  Other topics that have been covered include the system of checks and 
balances and the separation of powers between federal and state government. 
Currently the focus is on the history of the political parties and roles that they serve in 
the election of national and state officials.  We will also begin focusing on the rights, 
roles, and responsibilities of being a citizen in the United States after the holiday break. 
As always current events are discussed on a regular basis in order to keep students 
informed and active citizens.  
 
Language Arts - Students are currently working on a mini-grammar boot camp unit 
where we will be reviewing parts of speech and sentence structure. The week before 
the holiday break we will begin our pre-reading activities for To Kill a Mockingbird which 
students start reading after break. Students have also been assigned their second SSR 
assignment which is a body biography based on the protagonist from their books. SSR 
assignments will be due December 20th before school. Wishing everyone a warm and 
happy holiday season.  
 
Math - We are continuing our Exponents Unit - we moved use of the Pythagorean 
Theorem into this unit, and the students did very well with a complex topic!  We will 
transition that in the Exponent Properties for use with variables, as well as using 
Scientific Notation to more easily write and calculate very large and/or very small 
numbers. 
 

Unified Arts 
 

Unified Arts information is linked HERE 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uQxqhuhqE7fH3rc6hIDvPMqgcPoYvuue


Spanish News   

Seventh grade Spanish students are beginning to hear and speak more and 

more Spanish everyday. We will finish a unit of study soon which means kids will have 
their first test before we break for the Christmas holiday. 
    To increase opportunities to communicate in the language children are working in 
small collaborative learning groups, asking and answering questions with a partner, and 
presenting daily announcements to the class in the target language. The 
announcements include one student greeting the class and stating the day, date, time 
and weather that day.   
 

 Eighth graders are beginning to explore some of the nuances of the language. 
This requires them to call on previous learned knowledge to express themselves in 
speaking and writing exercises.  As we explore more complex grammatical structures it 
becomes increasingly important for students to practice their vocabulary daily. Please 
remind your children to use the self-correcting strategies they are learning and 
practicing in class when they are doing their homework.  

 
 
Guidance (Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Santiago):  Link to their update here 
 

General Information 
 

- Remember, math help is available every morning beginning at 7.15.  No 
appointment necessary.  Help with homework, reviewing topics, or retaking 
tests can be done at this time.  It also functions as a work space for 
students completing assignments for other subjects. 

 
- Report Cards were sent home on December 4th.  Please sign and return 

them as soon as possible 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uQxqhuhqE7fH3rc6hIDvPMqgcPoYvuue


- As we have done in the past, the Split Team will have a Holiday Gift 
Exchange on the last day before the Winter Break.  Details will be sent 
home with students shortly. 
 

- Thank you for working with us as we try to create the best possible 
learning environment for your students.  We appreciate your support. 


