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Important 

Dates: 

December 11:    

Late Start Day             

School begins at 

10:30am 

December 21 – 

January 1:      

Winter Break 

────  

The 7th Grade 

Great White 

Sharks will be 

having a Yankee 

Swap for students 

on Friday, 

December 20. We 

ask that gifts be 

kept to a $5-$10 

maximum. 
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DECEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

It’s the beginning of cold and flu season. Any contributions of 

tissues would be greatly appreciated! Also, please make sure 

that your child is dressed appropriately as temperatures drop! 



The month begins with a review on the two major religions that originated in South 

Asia; Buddhism and Hinduism. Students will be creating a website on the 

beginnings of Buddhism, Siddhartha Gautama, the Four Noble Truths, and the 

Eightfold Path. Once this is completed, we will start the next unit on Southeast 

Asia. We will delve into Ancient China, Japan, and the Koreas. Our standards 

address the important economic, political, and religious developments in early 

Chinese, Japan, North and South Korea history but it will also be important to tie in 

the events that are going on in the world today.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Daniels 

Math  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
  

 

Mrs. Martin 

ELA 

ELA LA Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Students are working on Unit 3; working with rates and converting 

them into unit rates, then looking at them visually as slopes. We will be 

continuing this work and begin working with proportions, comparing 

ratios and rates to one another. Students will have more than a dozen 

options for showing their work as they prove whether the two ratios 

form a proportion as well as discovering how to solve for an unknown 

piece of the proportion. 

Seventh grade Spanish students are beginning to hear and speak more and more 

Spanish every day. We will finish a unit of study soon, which means kids will have 

their first test before we break for the Christmas holiday. 

    To increase opportunities to communicate in the language children are working in 

small collaborative learning groups, asking and answering questions with a partner, 

and presenting daily announcements to the class in the target language. The 

announcements include one student greeting the class and stating the day, date, time 

and weather that day.   

Students are continuing to read George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion! They 

have been enjoying acting out parts. They are doing a tremendous job 

understanding the text, which is very high level.  The unit’s main focus is 

exploring how plot, character and setting interact in literature, standard RL 7.3. 

We are discussing and following Eliza, the protagonist’s, identity and identity 

transformation. When we finish the text, students will write a comprehensive 

essay on this identity transformation. We will also complete a short project 

which will allow students a chance to be creative while also supporting the 

research standards W.7.7 and W.7.8. 

Mr. Noon 

Science  

Science Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Walmsley 

Social Studies  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Students will build on their energy conversion knowledge by performing investigations in 

the “fields” of magnetism and electricity. They will build circuits, go orienteering, and have 

a shocking experience with the Van de Graaff generator. Students will continue to use the 

Engineering Design Process. They did a great job on the Egg Drop Challenge and the 

comic strip writing reflections would be sure to crack you up. They will soon begin a unit 

on Construction Technologies. They will build and test "replicas" of the Mars Insight 

Lander and they will learn about material properties during the bridge building activities. 

Spanish 
Mrs. McLeod 
Ms. Tirrado  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Famous Historic Events in December: 

 December 1, 1955 - The birth of the modern American civil rights movement occurred as Rosa Parks 

was arrested in Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to give up her seat to a white man and move to the 

back section of a municipal bus.  

 December 2, 1823 - President James Monroe introduced his "Monroe Doctrine" during his annual 

message to the Congress, prohibiting any further colonization of the American continents by European 

powers, stating, "we should consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion of 

this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety..." 
  

 December 7, 1941 - The U.S. Naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was attacked by nearly 200 

Japanese aircraft in a raid that lasted just over one hour and left nearly 3,000 Americans dead. 

 December 15, 1791 - The Bill of Rights (first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution) became 

effective following ratification by Virginia. 

 December 16, 1773 - The Boston Tea Party occurred as colonial activists disguised as Mohawk 

Indians boarded British ships anchored in Boston Harbor and dumped 342 containers of expensive 

tea into the water. 

 December 30, 1803 - United States took formal possession of the territory of Louisiana, an area 

of 885,000 square miles, nearly doubling the size of the U.S. The territory had been purchased 

from France for approximately $15 million. 
 

 

 December 31, 1879 - Thomas Edison provided the first public demonstration of his electric               

incandescent lamp at his laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey. 

 

 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/dec-monroe-doc.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/dec-pearl.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/dec-billrights.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/teaparty.htm

