
STEM Week
Here are two of our Lunar Colonies we made
during STEMWeek!

December Newsletter
6th White Team

Important Dates

December 4 – Report Cards go home
December 11 – Late Start at 10:30
December 12 – Chorus Concert
December 19 – Band Concert
December 23 through January 1 –
Winter Break

Science
In science, we are discovering all about the
Geological Time Scale as a part of our unit on
Geologic History and Biological Evolution. The
students are investing a specific era and then
sharing their knowledge with others in the class.
We are also learning about how rock layers and
index fossils can help determine the relative rock
ages. We studied the concept of Pangea is
supported by fossil evidence, rock type, plate
structure, and how the continents drifted apart by
sea floor spreading.

Reading
In reading, students continue to learn
vocabulary that is rooted in Greek and
Latin, which is helping them make many
new word connections. Students have also
started using Reading Plus, a new program
that will help students improve their
fluency over time. Finally, students are
delving deep into our Theme unit through
many interesting short stories.

Geography
In Geography, students recently wrapped
up their study of social scientists. We have
just made our first rotation into new
classrooms where students will be
excitedly studying human timelines and
different regions of the world.



The Holiday Season is Here!

Shopping,	Cooking,	and	Excitement,	Oh	My!	 This	
season	can	be	a	little	stressful	and	hectic	for	us	
all.	 Our	children	feel	it	as	well.	We	will	work	during	
the	school	day	to	maintain	a	normalcy	in	our	
routine.	 This	will	also	involve	nightly	homework	to	
practice	the	skills	they	have	learned	that	day.	
Please	continue	to	 include	this	in	your	nightly	
routine.	It	will	help	your	child	to	stay	focused	and	
successful	during	this	exciting	season.

I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all the year. – Charles Dickens 

Language Arts

As	we	are	finishing	up	our	Percy	Jackson	
unit,	students	will	be	writing	and	editing		
their	own	unique	stories.	They	are	
fashioning	it	after	the	Hero’s	Journey	that	
we	have	been	learning	about	in	class,	and	
they	will	add	in	certain	elements	of	
mythology.	Everyone	is	encouraged	to	write	
an	original	story,	developing	characters	and	
plot	lines	from	their	own	imaginations,	with	
a	focus	on	correctly	adding	dialogue.	We	
are	also	working	on	adding	sensory	details	
to	make	our	writing	come	alive!	Details	are	
an	important	part	of	the	writing	process,	
yet	one	of	the	hardest	things	for	sixth	
graders	to	actually	do	in	their	writing!	

Math
Well, we are making great progress. We have
finished with our fraction and decimal units and
will be working on variable expressions. The
students are really excited about this pre-
algebra unit.

Homework is assigned each night so that we
practice the skills we have learned that day as
well as review previously learned skills.
Accurately completing the homework will give
your child the support they need to become
successful. Please remind your child to look at
their notes BEFORE completing homework and
WHILE doing homework. The notes contain step-
by-step directions, with examples, as to how to
solve a problem. If we watch a video in class, I
attach it to the Remind Notice, so they may
watch it again. If one problem is difficult,
please encourage your child to keep going, every
problem is different. In addition, if the
homework is not completed accurately, they
may re-do their mistakes for a better grade. This
re-do is due the next day.

I am available every morning after 7:15 AM and
love to work with students who have questions
on their homework. I am always there to
support your child, before school or by email.
Always remember "Math is Your Friend" and
encourage your child to believe this. It will make
a tremendous difference in their motivation.


