
English Language Arts - Students will begin the month of December with an 
important overview of parts of speech and sentence structure. Afterward, students 
will begin reading the timeless and Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, To Kill a 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee. They will begin by learning background information, 
including viewing images from the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl. Students 
will also learn about segregation and civil rights, all the while discussing the 
question, “What does it mean to take a stand?”

Mathematics - Students will be moving from radicals and The Pythagorean 
Theorem into the use of exponents within expressions and equations. We will look 
at exponents more in depth  than previous years by learning the five properties of 
exponents and the two definitions.  Students will be referring to these definitions 
and properties to be able to simplify and solve rational expressions and equations. 
Students will need to practice these skills and review their notes nightly in order to 
fully understand the process.  

Social Studies - Students will be learning about the adoption of the Bill of Rights. 
They will analyze each of the ten amendments in the Bill of Rights and will rank 
them in order of importance. The students will then analyze the five freedoms 
protected in the first amendment. They will also rank those freedoms in order of 
importance. When the students make rankings, there are no right or wrong 
answers. Their ranking will be their opinions. They need to be able to justify why 
they ranked the freedoms in the order that they did.

Science - Students on 8 Red will be continuing to look at how cells work to create 
copies of themselves in mitosis.  We will also be discussing how genetic 
information gets passed through generations and the structure/function of DNA. 
We will finish the month looking at Genetics and begin to discuss natural 
selection.

Our Month of Learning...
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December 2nd - Trimester one report cards

December 5th- Field trip to Boda Borg

December 11th - Delayed opening for professional development

December 23rd to January 1st - Winter Break

communication with a teacher
Mrs. Anderson jmonico@nmrsd.org     Mrs. Daniels ddaniels@nmrsd.org 
Mrs. Paris sparis@nmrsd.org    Mr. Cullen mcullen@nmrsd.org     
Ms. Djerbaka cdjerbaka@nmrsd.org Mr. Judkins  bjudkins@nmrsd.org     

The focus of our November SEL meetings was to define stigma and how it impacts our 
mood, relationships and learning. As a team, we discussed ways to eliminate stigma and 
make a commitment to improve our school culture by showing kindness, acceptance, 
and respect for each other.  

Social Emotional Learning News

Important December Dates

Spanish News
Eighth graders are beginning to explore some of the nuances of the language. This 
requires them to call on previously learned knowledge to express themselves in 
speaking and writing exercises.  As we explore more complex grammatical structures, it 
becomes increasingly important for students to practice their vocabulary daily. Please 
remind your children to use the self-correcting strategies they are learning and practicing 
in class when they are doing their homework.  
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