
English Language Arts - This month, students have completed reading their first 
novel of the year, Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai. In addition to doing a 
full review of figurative language and characterization, students are also writing an 
essay analyzing the universal experience of refugees worldwide. To successfully 
write essays for ELA, students should use time in and out of class to work on the 
planning process. Once finished with the essays, students will move on to reading 
several short stories.

Mathematics - I am NOT Rational - Unit 2 will introduce students to the family of 
Irrational Numbers, the five laws and two definitions of exponents, the 
Pythagorean Theorem, and Scientific Notation. This unit will challenge students to 
extend their knowledge of the Number System, the use of exponents, the process 
of finding numerical roots, and distance of diagonal lines. Students will be learning 
and practicing new vocabulary and the simplification process of algebraic 
concepts. Students should be reviewing their notes each night when completing 
their nightly practice.

Social Studies - Students will be learning about how the Constitution was drafted. 
They will start with learning about the delegates at the Constitutional Convention. 
Then we will discuss the process of ratifying the Constitution and the role 
Federalists and AntiFederalists played in the ratification. Lastly, we will cover the 
Preamble of the Constitution and the adoption of the Bill of Rights. 

Science -The month of October has been spent working through chemical 
reaction and learning about how matter is structured.  We will be participating in 
STEM week from the 21st - 25th learning about Surgical Techniques.  Students will 
be dissecting a heart and brain, as well learning some really cool things. 

Our Month of Learning...

The Dream Team

October Newsletter



October 11th- Progress Reports
October 14th- No School (Columbus Day)

October 21-25 - STEM WEEK - Surgical Techniques
October 31st - Early Release Day - 11:05 am dismissal

communication with a teacher
Mrs. Anderson jmonico@nmrsd.org     Mrs. Daniels ddaniels@nmrsd.org 
Mrs. Paris sparis@nmrsd.org    Mr. Cullen mcullen@nmrsd.org     
Ms. Djerbaka cdjerbaka@nmrsd.org Mr. Judkins  bjudkins@nmrsd.org     

One highlight of our weekly SEL meetings is taking the time to recognize the people who 
support and encourage us and to celebrate the successes we’re proud of. Our 
“Shoutouts & Successes” help us to change our mindset and start off each session with 
an attitude of gratitude. Giving and receiving compliments feels good for all who 
participate and helps us to feel connected to each other. This month, our 
social/emotional lessons have included learning positive and negative responses to 
stress, consequences of our actions, and strategies to manage stress in effective ways. 
Students watched video clips of people responding to stress in negative ways and 
discussed the impact that those responses had on all involved. After discussing ways to 
manage stress in healthy ways, students then used their creativity and knowledge of 
stress management to remake these clips to show improved responses to stress. 
Students will continue to learn about stress management and develop their own coping 
skills toolkit. 
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Spanish News
We are so proud of our 8th graders. They completed the Review Unit of study (a review 
of 7th grade material) and are well into the 8th grade curriculum. The majority of 
students did very well on the Review Test. Ask your child how s/he did on the Review 
Test. Now we are working on classroom vocabulary and the four strategies for making 
Spanish questions. Ask your child what those strategies are. Next students will learn 
social media vocabulary, a lesson they tend to enjoy. Please emphasize the importance 
of regularly studying the meanings and spellings of new vocabulary words with you child. 
Study partners are a great idea: an older sibling, a peer, or a parent.  Anyone who will 
study their flashcards with them.  


