
 
 

Goal: To promote the learning and growth of all students through effective 
partnerships with families, caregivers, community, members and organizations.  
 
Welcome to the Official Newsletter of the Split Team of Nissitissit Middle School.  We 
hope you feel more informed about the daily lives of your students.  
 

7th Grade 
 
Science -  Your child will study vertebrates this month, followed by a unit on ecology 
and the environment.  This unit will have a heavy field component in the school’s forest 
as well as nearby along the Nissitissit River.  Hopefully, baby turkeys will make an 
appearance as well as more bunnies to begin studying predator/prey dynamics, artificial 
selection, and genetics. 
 
Social Studies -  In the final part of the year we will be wrapping up the creation of the 
U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights and will move onto the battle for ratification dealing 
with Federalists and Anti-Federalists.  The brief study of our first presidents two terms 
along with Thomas Jefferson’s presidency.  This will lead us into the beginnings of U.S. 
Westward Expansion.  Also the tying in of the musical Hamilton will be used with video 
clips from PBS to add to some of the historical topics covered.  As always current 
events are discussed on a regular basis in order to keep students informed and active 
citizens.  
 
Language Arts - This month, we will be reading The Giver by Lois Lowry, a dystopian 
novel about a boy named Jonas who is struggling to live in a colorless world. There will 
be multiple quizzes and a final project at the start of June (time permitting). Students will 
have both independent reading and writing assignments for homework, as we focus on 
the community itself, Jonas’ character development, and ideas about individuality. 
Students also have their final book report due on May 30th. This is five paragraphs with 
an art piece. Each paragraph has a specific topic, and the art piece must be chosen 



from a selection provided. Information has been sent home with your student, as well as 
posted on Google Classroom. 
As always, thank you for your support and I look forward to a great end of the year! :) 
 
Math - We are near the end of the Probability Unit, which leaves some Geometry and 
some statistics for the end of the year.  Even though MCAS has been completed (and 
thank you for encouraging hard work from your students!), we will continue to put in 
effort until the end of the year.  There is a final exam in my class in June. 
 

8th Grade 

End of the Year Events  

Our 8th grade year will come to a close on Thursday, June 13th. We will celebrate our 
last day together with a few memorable events: Last GREAT assembly, Yearbook 
signing, Class of 2019 banner signing, and a barbecue. The 8th grade Celebration will 
be held on Thursday evening. More information will follow as the date draws near.  
 
Science - Your child will continue to learn about rocks and minerals, followed by a quick 
snapshot of Bacteria and Fungi. 
 
Social Studies -  This month, we will have just wrapped up the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens.  This included a review of the Bill of Rights with a focus on 
the First Amendment and the five freedoms included in it as well as the Second 
Amendment.  The few weeks prior to the Washington, D.C. students will be focused on 
important historical and relevant information for the 8th grade Washington, D.C. trip. 
The information covered is important regardless of whether or not your student is going 
because it is about our nation's capital and they will more than likely visit one day in the 
future.  After Washington, D.C. this will leave just three short weeks to cover any other 
material related to 8th grade social studies.  As always current events are discussed on 
a regular basis in order to keep students informed and active citizens and participants in 
society.  
 
Language Arts - This month, we will be reading The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, a 
coming of age novel about two rival groups in the 1960’s. The book is extremely 
engaging and one that many students remember long after eighth grade is done. 
Students will have quizzes and a final project in June (time permitting). Homework will 
consist of independent reading and completion of analytical questions focusing on 
Ponyboy as a narrator, stereotyping, and conflict.  



The final book report (a book talk) was assigned this past week and is due on May 30th. 
Students must complete a book talk worksheet and be prepared to present about their 
books on the due date. Information was sent home and is also available on Google 
Classroom. 
As always, thank you for all of your support throughout the year. I am confident we will 
have a great finish to our year! :) 
Math -  We are working hard with Functions, and will continue that throughout May. 
After the Washington DC trip, we will have a sneak preview of some 9th grade work, as 
well as learn to use Google Sheets to perform some of the tasks that we’ve done by 
hand this year, in order to introduce mathematical concepts into a technological 
platform. 
 

Unified Arts 

Spanish News   
7th Grade 
    Seventh graders are progressing nicely; they will be finishing the family/home unit 
soon.  Next month students start their last unit of study by learning school supplies. 
This will also be the unit the children start in eighth grade.  We may also have time to 
teach children social media vocabulary.  Please speak with your children about finishing 
the year strong, staying focused, doing homework and reviewing their notes/work 
regularly.  
 
8th Grade 
   Eighth graders will finish the food/restaurant unit soon.  Next month we will start the 
sports unit where kids will learn about soccer and baseball; the two most popular sports 
in Latin America.  Later, kids will be able to express what they and others do and don’t 
like. We will also be introducing a difficult grammatical concept, stem changing verbs. 
Please speak with your children about finishing the year strong, staying focused, doing 
homework and reviewing their notes/work regularly.  There are many distractions for 
eighth graders and we want them to be well prepared for high school. 
 
Unified Arts: Link to their update here 
 
Guidance (Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Santiago):  Link to their update here 
 

General Information 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rg1b_DjvxkQQlmX41eshKcfm1AM6v2a3hOU-ts4KdUQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1toGH8cd0G3-OPFz0A6-Sdav_vY9SQJnt


- Remember, math help is available every morning beginning at 7:15.  No 
appointment necessary.  Help with homework, reviewing topics, or retaking 
tests can be done at this time.  It also functions as a work space for 
students completing assignments for other subjects. 

 
- With allergy season upon us, if you have any spare boxes of tissues to 

donate, we would be most appreciative. 
 

- Reminder that the 8th grade Washington, D.C. trip is from May 14th through 
May 17th. Buses will leave promptly at 6 A.M., so please ensure students 
attending are here on time. 
 

- Considering the ongoing MCAS testing, attendance and punctuality is of 
utmost importance.  Please get your students to bed at a reasonable hour, 
and if they drag their feet in the morning - you’re the adult.  Get them going. 
We support you! 
 

- Thank you for working with us as we try to create the best possible 
learning environment for your students.  We appreciate your support. 


