
               

  

FIFTH GRADE WHITE TEAM 
Ms. Cunha,  Miss Oliveira, 

Mrs. Gath,  Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
 

MAY/JUNE NEWSLETTER 

    

 Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

 
Students just finished the Math MCAS, and will be completing the Science MCAS on 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019, and Friday, May 10, 2019.  
 
Before the Science MCAS begins, though, the 5th grade will be going on a field trip to 
Lowell to study the Merrimack River.  Permission slips went home on Wednesday, April 
24th and are due back by Wednesday, May 1st. 



Progress Reports will be going home on Friday, May 10, 2019.   Please sign it and 
return it to school ASAP.  Students will have roughly six weeks left to bring up their 
grades if they were not satisfied with their Progress Reports. 
 
The whole 5th grade will be participating in the Summer Reading Book Fair.  At the fair 
students get to pick out books to keep and  take home to read during the summer. 
Where do the books come from you ask?  Well, this is where we need your help! 
Students donate books from home that they’ve already read!  For each book a student 
donates, s/he will receive a raffle ticket for two Amazon gift certificates that will be 
raffled off on the day of the fair.  The number of books the students get to take home 
depend on the number donated!  Last year, each child got to take home five (5) books. 
The more books donated, the more books students will be able to take home!  
 
Further, on Friday, June 7, 2019, Eric Magnuson, the author of the Mike Magnuson 
detective series, will make a visit and share his writing process with the 5th grade. 
Students will be able to purchase his books beforehand, and he will autograph them 
during his visit.  Forms will go home a week or so before his visit. 
 
Also, please check your child's planner on a regular basis as we write work they owe, 
unsatisfactory grades, missing materials, etc. in their planner.  This keeps you informed 
of their progress in the class before Progress Reports or Report Cards are sent home.  
 
While the end of the year is fast approaching, assignments are still graded and count 
till  the last day of school when report cards are distributed.  
 
Ms. Cunha, Miss Oliveira, Mrs. Gath, Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
 
scunha@nmrsd.org  
joliveira@nmrsd.org 
agath@nmrsd.org 
hcorbett@nmrsd.org 
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                    ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS                   

                                                                           Ms. Cunha 
 
The rainforest unit has been completed.  Students wrote a literary analysis essay on 
how the author used sensory language in The Most Beautiful Roof in the World.  They 
also wrote a first person personal narrative based on a passage from the same book.  
 
Students will read several examples of an opinion essay.  They will develop the criteria 
for one, and then will write one of their own on a topic of their choosing. 
 
Also, for the rest of the year, students will be participating in Literature Circles.  They 
will get into groups of four and chose a book they will read together.  While reading, 
each group member will have an assigned job (i.e., Discussion Leader, Quizzer, 
Summarizer, Quieter, Vocabulary Master) that they will need to complete based on the 
reading.  Once the reading and job are completed, they will meet as a group and share 
their work.  
 

                          SOCIAL STUDIES                          

                                                           Ms. Cunha 
 
Students are learning about the Constitution.  They are making a tri-fold book on the 
different parts of it.  They will then learn about the three branches of government.  They 
will be creating an eagle that represents each branch and their responsibilities. 
Afterwhich, students will be learning about the Bill of Rights and given scenes will 
determine which right has been exercised or violated. 
 
 



 

Mathematics  

Miss Oliveira 
Students have been multiplying and dividing with decimals using the standard algorithm. This was a 

shorter unit than others since they already know the standard algorithm using whole numbers. 

Students learned the patterns as to what happens to a decimal point when being multiplied or divided. 

Also, students have mastered the basics of finding the volume of a rectangular prisms using different 

formulas.  

 

Over the next few weeks students will be working on these skills:  

1. Graphing Patterns and Data 

2. Geometry- polygons, triangles, and quadrilaterals 

3. Order of Operations  

4. Math Review Project -TBD 

 

Also, students have a few more weeks of math homework. There is no homework the week of 

science MCAS (May 8th-9th). 

 

 

Science  

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about alternative energy and how we can use less fossil fuels. Students 

learned about fossil fuels and their pros and cons. Also, they learned about the different forms of 



renewable energy (wind, hydroelectric, solar, etc.). This unit was very engaging for students because 

they feel very passionate about the environment and keeping it healthy and clean.  

 

Science MCAS is coming up, so we will be doing some review activities. After MCAS, we will be 

learning about Earth’s place in the universe. We review a lot in this unit; rotation versus revolution, 

the planets and what the force of gravity does to an object on Earth. We learn more about stars and 

constellation and even moon phases! This is a fun unit. If you have a smartphone, download a free 

stargazing app and go outside one night and see what you and your student can find! 

 

 

Social Studies 

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about the Constitution and the process in which it was created after the 

American Revolution. We will also review the Bill of Rights. Students are creating an informational 

book as we learn. When we are done making the book, we will review the 3 branches of government. 

Students will do activities that help them understand the differences in the branches as well as their 

importance. Before we know it, Memorial Day will be here! We will do an activity about this holiday 

before the long weekend. The last few weeks will be focused on the first inauguration (George 

Washington) and some other activities about to be determined.  

 
 
 
 



 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. GATH 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MISS CORBETT 
Hello Families! 
 
This year has flown right by! Our students have worked so hard and did such a nice job transitioning to middle 
school, it has been a great experience watching them grow and mature this year. We have completed four of 
our six MCAS tests! We will have our last two sessions for Science coming the beginning of May. The students 
have done a great job coming prepared for MCAS and taking their time on this assessment. We will continue to 
practice good test taking strategies and hopefully finish strong with the Science test. In academic assistance, 
we are still working hard to complete larger class projects and writing assignments. My academic students 
have become quite the writers this year with the new ELA curriculum, it is very rewarding to see their growth in 
this area. As the end of the year comes closer, it is an exciting time for most students, but can also bring some 
nerves about the next year. Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or concerns about next 
year. We are staying in our routine in my math group, so please be expecting nightly homework through May. I 
hope you all have a wonderful summer! 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

5/7   Field trip to Lowell:  “River as a Classroom” 

5-8 & 5-9 Science MCAS 

5/10  Progress Reports 

6/14 Last day of school 

6/14 Report Cards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 
Physical Education 
Weather permitting, all PE classes will be going outside to play aerobic team sports.  Students are encouraged to 
bring water bottles and sunglasses outside. The fields are covered in dew at the beginning of the day. Bringing 
old sneakers for PE is a great idea, if you have class in the morning.  Over the next several weeks students will 
be playing soccer.  Students will be grouped in a variety of ways.  Somedays students will be heterogeneously 
mixed and other days, they will choose between competitive games and non-competitive games.  If it is raining and 
we are unable to go outside we will complete the fall fitness testing or playing futsal.  This is the first year we are 
offering futsal at NMS. 
 
 
 
Art 
For the first few weeks of September, every student in 5th through 8th grade has worked on a collaborative 
quilt project.  This will be on display in the main hallway downstairs.  You will be able to see the quilt and other 
upcoming projects on Mrs. Gosselins Instagram page this year.  You can follow the art room on Instagram at 
nissitissitart.  In September and October students in 5th grade will be learning about Vincent Van Gogh and 
create a harvest landscape inspired by Van Gogh’s “Starry Night”.  
 
 
Performing Arts 
5th Grade Band & Chorus Concert is Tuesday, January 22 @ 7:00p.m. 
5th Grade chorus is off to a great start!  We are learning how to make our “Dory” singing voice to get a full and 
resonant sound!  Continue to practice the lyrics at home and look up recordings on youtube! 
5th Grade Band has found its groove with our lesson program fully in place.  Please remind students to have 
their musical instruments each band day so that we can take full advantage of our time together.  Concepts so 
far this month have included tone quality and the starting, middle and ending of each note.  Group band has 
focused on following the cues of a conductor and starting and stopping together with great success. 
 
Classroom Music 
5th Grade Music students started the year off with setting healthy expectations for respecting each other and 
treating each other with kindness.  This activity will allow students to take risks in music class and build a 
supportive culture to express their musicianship.  Throw 1’s!  We also are learning about Tempo, Dynamics, 
and how those two elements create an affect for a certain piece.  These are the building blocks for activities 
throughout the year. 
 
Library 
5th Grade Library Students are reviewing basic Library skills. They have been learning how to use Destiny, the 
library book catalog, to search for books in the library, differentiate between Fiction and Nonfiction books, and 



create citations for nonfiction books.  Students are also creating NoodleTools accounts to use as a tool to 
streamline research.  We will begin our first research project in Library class this month. 
 
Technology 
Grade 5 students have been learning how to use our computers and technology in the school. We have been 
practicing routines for logging in an expectations for technology use. Students have been introduced to Control 
shortcuts and how to print on our network printers.  
 
Health 
We have been working on communication and listening skills. Ask your students about the drawing activity we 
completed in class. We will be working on goal setting for themselves both in school and out of school that they 
would like to accomplish. 
 
 

 

  
 


