
English Language Arts - After a successful unit on To Kill a Mockingbird and completing the 
ELA MCAS exams, students have now moved on to reading S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders. This 
classic coming-of-age novel, set in the 1960s, explores themes involving social class, loyalty, 
sacrifice, and friendship. In addition to The Outsiders, students have also been assigned their 
final independent reading project. All students must bring their approved independent 
reading book with them every day, through the due date of the project on May 30th. You can 
view the full project requirements and guidelines in Google Classroom.

Mathematics - We have now entered the heart of Algebra I, Linear Equations and Systems of 
Linear Equations.  Students have learned how a linear equation describes a line’s slope and 
location on the coordinate plane by graphing. Students also discovered how to find the 
intersection points of two lines without graphing. An algebraic approach to solving systems 
called Substitution can find a point of intersection without using the coordinate plane. We 
will continue to discover more about Linear Functions within the month and transition into 
to comparing Linear Functions. Math MCAS for 8th grade is scheduled for May 2nd and 3rd.

Social Studies - We will spend the month of May learning about our nation’s capital. We will 
start by learning how the capital became located in Washington DC. The students will then 
learn about the people and the events that are memorialized in Washington DC. These 
people and events include, but are not limited to, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Vietnam War, and World War II. We will end the unit on the capital 
with a project. The students will choose a particular monument or memorial, make an 
advertisement poster, and build a 3D model of their monument or memorial.

Science - May brings us to our MCAS in science.  We have been looking at Mendelian 
Genetics and how inheritance works in plants and animals.  We will continue this discussion 
and show how Darwin and his survival of the fittest theory continues to prove that living 
things must change or evolve to keep their species alive.  We will finish the year with some 
scientific research and engineering challenges.
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General School Dates
● Math MCAS Exam - May 2nd and 3rd 
● Science MCAS Exam -May 6th and 7th
● 8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip
        May 14th to May 17th
● Early Release - 11 am dismissal, May 17th
● No School - Memorial Day, May 27th
● High School visit for “No First Time” 

presentation - May 29th

● Last day for 8th Graders - June 13th
● 8th Grade Celebration - June 13th, evening
● Last official day of school - June 14th

End of the Year Events
Our 8th grade year will come to a close on Thursday, June 13th. We will 
celebrate our last day together with a few memorable events: Last GREAT 
assembly, Yearbook signing, Class of 2019 banner signing, and a barbeque. The 
8th grade Celebration will be held on Thursday evening. More information will 
follow as the date draws near. 
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      Eighth graders will finish the food/restaurant unit soon.  Next month we 
will start the sports unit where kids will learn about soccer and baseball; the 
two most popular sports in Latin America.  Later, kids will be able to express 
what they and others do and don’t like. We will also be introducing a difficult 
grammatical concept, stem changing verbs. Please speak with your children 
about finishing the year strong, staying focused, doing homework and 
reviewing their notes/work regularly.  There are many distractions for 
eighth graders and we want them to be well prepared for high school.

 

MCAS Preparation for 
Parents and Students

- Limit the amount of screen time prior to the day of 
testing. 
-Make sure that your child is well rested and eats 
breakfast.
- See that your child arrives at school on time and 
prepared.
 -Encourage your child to do their best work possible and 
to have a positive attitude.

8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip 
Information

Follow the Washington DC trip on Instagram and Twitter.

              Instagram - @nmsdctrip
              Twitter = @nmsdctrip


