
 
 

Goal: To promote the learning and growth of all students through effective 
partnerships with families, caregivers, community, members and organizations.  
 
Welcome to the Official Newsletter of the Split Team of Nissitissit Middle School.  We 
hope you feel more informed about the daily lives of your students.  
 

7th Grade 
 
Science -  The unit on current electricity has just begun.  Students will learn all of the 
basics, including series and parallel circuits, resistance, amps, resistance, and volts.. 
 
When the weather permits, your child will go outside to track wild animals.  We always 
find signs of deer, coyote, squirrel, rabbit, and fox.  Occasionally we find evidence of 
bobcats or fishers.  
 
We have a sugar bush behind the school.  The trees will be tapped early in the month 
and students will have the opportunity to collect sap.  Sap is available for students or 
staff to take home and boil down to syrup.  
 
Ongoing studies include observing the rats, predator/prey relationships in our aquarium 
and developmental updates on Mr. Pineda’s pregnant cat. 
 
Social Studies -  The topic that we have been working since we have come back from 
February Break are related to the Formation of Government after the American 
Revolution.  Students will be studying the weaknesses of the first form of government 
the Articles of Confederation and then the close study of the history behind the U.S. 
Constitution and the government that we have today.  This will prepare students for U.S. 
Civics curriculum in 8th grade.  We have continued to dissect primary sources and 
answer important historical questions related to the beginnings of the United States 
which builds great close reading and text analysis skills.  As always current events are 
discussed on a regular basis in order to keep students informed and active citizens.  
 



Language Arts - This month, we will complete Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass. From there, we will move into some intensive writing work to ensure students 
feel comfortable when we reach MCAS at the start of April. We will be focusing on 
narrative techniques, such as dialogue and voice, as well as the inclusion and 
explanation of quotes in expository essays. Students will also be assigned their next 
book review, to be due April 11th. Students will have the option to complete either a 
one-pager or book talk for this assignment. Paperwork regarding the options will go 
home this week. 
 
Math - We have moved into Percents for the next few weeks.  Nightly Practice and 
Weekly Modules are still being assigned regularly, being completed less regularly. 
 

8th Grade 
 
Science - Students will learn about the structure of atoms and the Periodic Table.  After 
vacation, we’ll take a quick break from chemistry and work on an engineering project to 
develop self-propelled cars. 
 
Social Studies -  This month, we will be wrapping up the Civil Rights Movement with 
the close study of how Supreme Court Cases begin and the close research of Brown v. 
Board of Education / Plessy v. Ferguson case to debate in class as though it was a real 
Supreme Court case.  In March we will also begin a unit on the Rights and 
Responsibilities of Citizens.  As always current events are discussed on a regular basis 
in order to keep students informed and active citizens and participants in society.  
 
Language Arts - This month, we will complete To Kill a Mockingbird! Students are 
currently reading a play version of the climax of the book (the trial scene). We will 
complete the remaining 10 chapters over the next couple of weeks and hopefully these 
will help students finally unravel the mystery of Boo Radley. Students will concurrently 
be working on MCAS packets to practice both expository and narrative writing prior to 
the test in the middle of April. Homework will definitely be intensive over the next month 
or so, but I am confident our students are prepared for this challenge. 
 
Math -  We will be moving into Functions in the beginning of the month, which will take 
us through until MCAS.  A lot of focus is needed to complete the tasks at hand.  Nightly 
Practice and Weekly Modules are still being assigned regularly.  The effort (particularly 
on the Modules) is well below their abilities.  Please use all resources that are available. 
 



Unified Arts 

Spanish News   
7th Grade 
    Seventh graders are working diligently to learn Spanish grammar. More specifically, 
we have been drilling the students on subject pronouns, the differences between the 5 
forms of “you”, verb conjugations, and the concept of number (singular versus plural 
words) and gender (masculine versus feminine words) agreement. They are learning to 
pay close attention to details. Please be aware that students will take the unit 1 test this 
month. Check-in with your children to be sure they are studying their description words, 
conjugations of the verb ‘to be’, subject pronouns, nouns, etc. 
 
8th Grade 
    Eighth graders are close to finishing another unit of study, which means there will be 
a unit test before long. Next, we move on to the food unit where children will compare 
and contrast mealtimes in Latin America, Spain, and the US. The vocabulary associated 
with food is concrete and therefore easier for the kids to learn. They will also be learning 
2 new types of verbs. They have been primarily working with verbs that end in -ar since 
last year but will learn -er and -ir verbs during this unit.    
 
Unified Arts: Link to their update here 
 
Guidance (Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Santiago):  Link to their update here 
 

General Information 
 

- Remember, math help is available every morning beginning at 7.15.  No 
appointment necessary.  Help with homework, reviewing topics, or retaking 
tests can be done at this time.  It also functions as a work space for 
students completing assignments for other subjects. 
 

- Parent conferences are March 13 and 14.  Report Cards are March 22.  
 

- With cold and flu season upon us, if you have any spare boxes of tissues 
to donate, we would be most appreciative. 
 

- Thank you for working with us as we try to create the best possible 
learning environment for your students.  We appreciate your support. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DEzYn03SIojyhWNh1AeKJibPhG-yjr2apg4v4BK6oAQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1toGH8cd0G3-OPFz0A6-Sdav_vY9SQJnt

