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                        ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS               
                                                                        Ms. Cunha 
 
Students are continuing to read The Most Beautiful Roof in the World:  Exploring the 
Rainforest Canopy by Kathryn Lasky and many articles on how they can help the 
rainforest. 
 



The class has participated in several talks about the rainforest.  One was on how they 
can help save the rainforest and the other was on why scientists study the rainforest. 
 
Students are practicing how to write summaries on the articles they have read and 
are also comparing and contrasting them.  
 
They are also working on figurative language:   similes, metaphors, and idioms.  They 
are identifying them in the text they are reading and determining what they mean 
through context. 
 
Please remember that any assignment below an 80, with the exception of 
assessments, can be redone for homework for an averaged grade.  However, 
assignments that are not below a 70 will not be written in the planner.  It will be the 
student’s responsibility to redo it. 
 

                          SOCIAL STUDIES        

                                                             Ms. Cunha 
 
Students presented their stanzas from “Paul Revere’s Ride” by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow as well as their posters to the class before vacation. 
 
The class is currently finishing-up their game board on the “Trouble in the Colonies” 
and should be able to play them shortly!  
 
After the game boards are completed, students will be learning about the Constitution 
and the three branches of government.  
 



Like English Language Arts, students may redo any work they get below an 80, and 
just like in ELA, I will write assignments that are below a 70 in their planners, but I do 
not write ones that are above a 70.  

 

 

Mathematics  

Miss Oliveira 
Students have been adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators. They are meeting or 

working towards adding and subtracting mixed numbers. ****Also, students will have Math MCAS 

homework soon. We will be sending a letter home soon to tell you more and how your child is being 

prepared for this state test.  

 

Over the next few weeks students will be working on these skills:  

1. Renaming fractions/mixed numbers with different denominators to add/subtract.  

2. Multiply and Divide fractions. 

3. Model fractions using different operations.  

 

*Note: Students need to study their math facts! If they do one part of an algorithm wrong, then the 

whole problem will be incorrect. 90% of their fixes in class are because of a math fact mistake.  

 

 

Science  

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about water on earth. We reviewed parts of the water cycle so that we 

have the background knowledge needed to discuss water pollution issues and how it affects our 

watersheds.  



 

We are just starting to talk about watersheds and how all water collects into certain bodies of water. 

We connect this to the rivers and tributaries around Pepperell. Also, this ties into our field trip we will 

have in the spring. ***Students have a science test coming up all about water on earth. A study guide 

will have been sent home and a test date is in your child’s planner.  

 

 

Social Studies 

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about the events that led to the American Revolution. Their game 

boards are almost complete! If you read the last newsletter, I explained all the work that goes into this 

project.  

 

Soon, we will play the games for a few days to review all the material we have learned so far. Then, 

we will continue to learn about the major events and battles of the war in more depth. Students really 

enjoy this part of the unit.  

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. GATH 

 



 

FROM THE DESK OF MISS CORBETT 
 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

3/13 & 3/14 Parent Conferences 

3/22 Report Cards 

4/2 & 4/3 English Language Arts MCAS 

4/23 & 4/24 Math MCAS 

⅝ & 5/10 Science MCAS  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


