
 

   

 

7TH GRADE GREAT WHITE SHARKS 
 

 

Important 

Dates 

March 13 & 14:  

Parent-teacher 

conferences 

March 22: 

Report Cards go home 

 

March Fundraising Efforts 
 

Spring PACH Pantry Drive:   
7th Grade White is responsible for 
bringing in paper towels or 
shampoo    
 

Hockey Game Fundraiser:  
The Staff at NMS will be 
competing against the 8th grade 
students. The public is welcome 
and tickets are $2.00.  It will be 
held on April 25th at 2:45 pm. 
 
   

Nissitissit Middle School 

33 Chace Avenue 

Pepperell 

 

Temporary Phone 

Number 

978-743-1007 

 
 
 

MARCH 2019 NEWSLETTER 

 

A chance to win $10,000 - We need your votes! 

Please help NMS win by voting every day! Students in 

Mr. Pineda's 8th Grade science class submitted a video to the 

Biogen Foundation’s Spark Video Contest!  This is a national 

contest and they selected 5 videos from each category to move to 

the public voting round of the contest.  The video submitted by 

NMS, "Flu Vaccines" has moved on to the next round! 

The NMS video will be posted online for public voting from March 1 

to March 31 at https://spark.biogenfoundation.com/. 

One video from each category will take home a grand prize of 

$10,000.  Please help NMS to win the grand prize of $10,000 

and vote for Mr. Pineda’s Middle School Flu Vaccines video! 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__spark.biogenfoundation.com_&d=DwMFAg&c=n7UHtw8cUfEZZQ61ciL2BA&r=aBq4Zp5i_7g2etacRZ-mOfzaffqxRqhGEXz1QRR2YNY&m=c89GYUN2tfIeSIewjUOTUFd16u3I5zr4tVc4IkLWRzM&s=U1CSB7lyqh12aPd9LT0OopcMse3w1Y5wNlFrNz4h1iY&e=


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ms. Daniels 

Math  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
  

 

Mr. Noon 

Science  

Science Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

In A, C, and D block math, we have just wrapped up Unit 5 on percents. 

Within this unit, I asked students to imagine that they had just 

graduated high school and were getting ready to go live in a college 

dorm room. We went on Walmart.com to "shop" for 10 items that they 

would need or want to have for college. Every class made their own 

choices. They then pretended to put those charges on a credit card and 

pay the minimum every month. As students begin to see the amount they 

owed increasing, they had to decide where to work and how many hours 

they would be able to work while in school. With the job, they were 

able to pay off the credit card faster. After the card was paid off, 

we looked at the total amount we paid and compared it to the cost of 

our purchases. We then discussed the benefits and potential dangers in 

charging purchases to a credit card. We also discussed how they might 

change what their class had done when they actually go shopping for 

college in the future. Be sure to ask your child what they learned 

about credit cards through our college shopping experience! March will 

bring us into Unit 6: Probability. Students will experience a number 

of games and events to determine the probability of a given event 

occurring. In B block math, we wrapped up Unit 4 on inequalities and 

equations before vacation and have just begun Unit 5 on percents. They 

will continue working on percent problems, finding the percent change 

of events, the markup and discount prices and determining simple 

interest. The credit card activity discussed above will be coming for 

them shortly. 

In March, we will complete our study on how Earth's surface changes (plate 

tectonics, convection currents, volcanoes, earthquakes, mountains forming) 

on a global scale, due to the forces within Earth. We will begin to explore how 

Earth's surface changes on a local level (droughts, heat waves, precipitation 

patterns) and how a changing climate may impact all of these events. Students 

will explore the multiple pathways that water takes within our hydrosphere 

(water cycle). Additionally, students will understand that a rising population 

coupled with human activities will place strains on natural resources, and how 

we can utilize technology to try to minimize these effects but that we must also 

strive to find alternate resources and also reduce, reuse, recycle, re-purpose, 

and recharge.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Martin 

ELA Instructor 

ELA Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Walmsley 

Social Studies  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Spanish  

Mr. Robinson 

and  

Mrs. McLeod 

 

 

 

We are continuing our Frederick Douglass unit. We continue to 

focus on close reading, comprehension, and writing a text based, 

evidence supported response. After the final excerpt, students 

will write a children’s picture book! They are very excited about 

this opportunity.  

Book reviews are due March 29. This time there will be a choice: 

students may choose to write a character analysis or they may 

write an alternate ending! Specific directions will be available on 

Google Classroom and will be given out in class.  

 

   Students in 7th grade Spanish are continuing to work on the five different 

forms of you. This can be quite a difficult concept to master as we only have 

one form of you in English. They are using costumes, hypothetical situations, 

photos, and more to figure out the differences between formal and informal 

as well as singular and plural. Soon they will be able to use the different 

forms of you to describe and identify people with whom they are having a 

conversation. 

    Before long, we will introduce verbs and teach children how to manipulate 

verbs to fit Spanish sentences. It takes a while for children to master this 

concept. We will move through this part of the curriculum slowly to 

maximize student comprehension. We encourage your children to self-

advocate and ask for extra help if they feel confused.  

 

We ended our unit on Revolutionary War battles and now we are analyzing 

the difficulty that the Founding Fathers had in putting together a 

government that was going to work in the new nation. 

We performed a simulation game that placed the students on a deserted 

island. The students were working in groups to achieve a level of organized 

structure to survive on their island. This activity showed the students that 

the structure of government that is considered the best for all people is a 

democracy, with everyone sharing in the decision making process, even if 

there were some arguments! 

 



 

 

 

Some Important Events in the History of March 

March 4, 1933 - Newly elected President Franklin D. Roosevelt took office and delivered his first 

inaugural address attempting to restore public confidence during the Great Depression, stating, "Let 

me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself..." His cabinet 

appointments included the first woman to a Cabinet post, Secretary of Labor, Frances Perkins. 

March 5, 1770 - The Boston Massacre occurred as a group of rowdy Americans harassed British 

soldiers who then opened fire, killing five and injuring six. The first man killed was Crispus 

Attucks, an African American.  

March 5, 1868 - The U.S. Senate convened as a court to hear charges against President Andrew 

Johnson during impeachment proceedings. The House of Representatives had already voted to 

impeach the President. The vote followed bitter opposition by the Radical Republicans in Congress 

to Johnson's reconstruction policies in the South. However, the effort to remove him failed in the 

Senate by just one vote and he remained in office. 

March 5, 1933 - Amid a steadily worsening economic situation, newly elected President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt proclaimed a four-day "Bank Holiday" to stop panic withdrawals by the public and 

the possible collapse of the American banking system.  

March 11, 1918 - The 'Spanish' influenza first reached America as 107 soldiers become sick at Fort 

Riley, Kansas. One quarter of the U.S. population eventually became ill from the deadly virus, 

resulting in 500,000 deaths. The death toll worldwide approached 22 million by the end of 1920. 

March 18, 1974 - The five-month-old Arab oil embargo against the U.S. was lifted. The embargo 

was in retaliation for American support of Israel during the Yom Kipper War of 1973 in which 

Egypt and Syria suffered a crushing defeat. In the U.S., the resulting embargo had caused long lines 

at gas stations as prices soared 300 percent amid shortages and a government ban on Sunday gas 

sales. 

March 22, 1972 - The Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was passed by the U.S. 

Senate and then sent to the states for ratification. The ERA, as it became known, prohibited 

discrimination on the basis of gender, stating, "Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied 

or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex," and that "the Congress shall 

have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article." Although 22 of 

the required 38 states quickly ratified the Amendment, opposition arose over concerns that women 

would be subject to the draft and combat duty, along with other legal concerns. The ERA 

eventually failed (by 3 states). 

March 24, 1989 - One of the largest oil spills in U.S. history occurred as the oil tanker Exxon 

Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound off Alaska, resulting in 11 million gallons of oil 

leaking into the natural habitat over a stretch of 45 miles. 

http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/fdr-first-inaug.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/fdr-first-inaug.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/revgfx/bost-mass2.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/impeachments/index.html

