
Math 

We are finishing up on our unit on percent! Have
you asked your child about helping you with
shopping and understanding discounts yet? Just
remember, find 10% first, by moving the decimal
one place to the left, then find the total
discount. This will be great practice with your
child and prove to them the real life applications of
math! We still continue to work on problem
solving skills that apply to the math we learn. Each
problem shows how our learned math concepts
apply to our everyday lives. I have noticed that
many of our students are a bit overwhelmed when
it comes to problem solving. Problem solving can
be difficult, trying to change the words into math
sentences. This is why it is so important that for
each problem, the question is circled and the
information needed to solve the problem is
underlined. This makes changing the problem into
a math sentence so much easier.

MCAS review season is upon us. We have learned
so much this year!. We will once again be
reviewing our learned skills with a weekly
“common core practice” sheet. It will be assigned
on Monday and due the following Monday. Some
of the assignments are able to be completed on-
line with immediate results. We may be able to
work on these during our Academic Assistance
times, but most of the work will need to be
completed at home. Remind your child to use
his/her “green sheet chapter summaries” for
assistance. I am also able to review and correct
your child’s work on this packet each day before it
is due. Even if it is not finished!

Always remember: Math is Your Friend!
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Science
In	Science,	we	have	begun	the	unit	on	Human	
Body	Systems.	 The	students	will	learn	about	the	
state	of	homeostasis,	which	is	how	the	human	
body	works	to	maintain	internal	equilibrium	
despite	external	variations.	 We	tried	to	disrupt	
homeostasis	with	light	exercise	and	then	
meditating	after	finding	our	resting	pulse	rates.	It	
was	interesting	to	discover	how	our	minds	can	
help	relax	our	heart	rates!	 Also,	each	body	
system	will	be	studied,	and	the	students	will	learn	
that	body	systems	interact	to	carry	out	essential	
functions	of	life.	

STEAM Day
STEAM	Day	on	February	8th	was	so	much	fun!	We	
began	our	day	by	creating	tessellations.	We	each	
made	a	shape	using	a	sticky	note,	traced	it	in	a	
repeating	pattern	across	larger	paper,	and	then	
colored	it.	

Next,	our	team	watched	a	wonderful	presentation	
by	Dr.	McConnell	on	how	scientists	are	using	
zebrafish	to	try	to	find	a	cure	for	skin	cancer.	It	
was	so	inspiring!	We	wrote	letters	to	Dr.	
McConnell	afterwards	to	thank	her	for	her	time.	

After	the	presentation,	we	built	structures	using	
spaghetti,	tape,	and	string.	The	idea	was	to	create	
the	tallest	structure	that	could	support	a	
marshmallow.	One	group	from	our	team	created	
the	second	tallest	structure	in	the	entire	school!

After	lunch,	we	tried	another	escape	room	
challenge.	These	challenges	for	our	team	were	
designed	by	our	own	Mr.	Root!	

At	the	end	of	the	day,	we	wound	down	with	
coding	practice	on	the	computers.	It	was	a	
wonderful	day!	



An investment in knowledge pays the best 
interest. – Benjamin Franklin

ELA
We	are	in	the	process	of	analyzing	Steve	Jobs’	
Commencement	Speech	and	Barack	Obama’s	Back	to	
School	Speech,	looking	at	how	the	men	make	claims	and	
support	them	using	evidence.	Students	read	the	speech,	
write	the	gist	of	certain	paragraphs,	discuss,	and	work	
on	analyzing	the	points	made	in	the	speech,	and	finding	
the	evidence	to	support	the	analysis.	Soon,	students	will	
be	asked	to	make	an	argument	based	on	research	for	
their	own	“Rule	to	Live	By”,	drawing	on	Bud,	Not	Buddy
and	the	two	speeches	for	inspiration	and	connection.	

In	addition,	we	have	also	been	reviewing	parts	of	
speech	and	sentence	structure	as	part	of	our	review	for	
the	upcoming	MCAS	exam,	building	on	what	is	being	
covered	in	Reading.	

Reading
This month in Reading, our team focused on closed
reading strategies to help identify important
information within the text. The students focused
on finding main ideas, finding evidence, citing their
evidence and explaining their evidence in a
cohesive written prompt. The students were
introduced to a variety of literary styles such as
problem/solution, cause/effect, sequence of
events, informative and argumentative. Closed
reading strategies help students understand the
benefit of breaking down a text and re-reading to
find the correct answer.

Students have also been preparing for the
upcoming ELA MCAS. Students have utilized
multiple online resources that resembles MCAS
reading passages and questions. Once the students
were complete, the classes broke down each
question, discussed what was being asked and had
an opportunity to discuss it with their classmates.


