
 
 

Goal: To promote the learning and growth of all students through effective 
partnerships with families, caregivers, community, members and organizations.  
 
Welcome to the Official Newsletter of the Split Team of Nissitissit Middle School.  We 
hope you feel more informed about the daily lives of your students.  
 

7th Grade 
 
Science -  The unit on current electricity has just begun.  Students will learn all of the 
basics, including series and parallel circuits, resistance, amps, resistance, and volts.. 
 
When the weather permits, your child will go outside to track wild animals.  We always 
find signs of deer, coyote, squirrel, rabbit, and fox.  Occasionally we find evidence of 
bobcats or fishers.  
 
We have a sugar bush behind the school.  The trees will be tapped early in the month 
and students will have the opportunity to collect sap.  Sap is available for students or 
staff to take home and boil down to syrup.  
 
Ongoing studies include observing the rats, predator/prey relationships in our aquarium 
and developmental updates on Mr. Pineda’s pregnant cat. 
 
Social Studies -  We have nearly wrapped our Gallery Walk Displays of the battles of 
the American Revolution by the beginning of next week.  The final creation for the 
research will be in the form of Gallery Walk Display that will be set up around the room 
for the students to take notes and answer questions from.  The next topic that we will 
begin is the creation of the United States government and the U.S. Constitution.  We 
have continued to dissect primary sources and answer important historical questions 
related to the beginnings of the United States which builds great close reading and text 
analysis skills.  As always current events are discussed on a regular basis in order to 
keep students informed and active citizens.  
 



Language Arts - This month, we will continue reading Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass. We will be making connections to other nonfiction pieces, as well as 
analyzing language, characterization, conflict, and theme. There will be a quiz on 
Chapters 6-9 prior to February break. We will ideally finish the book at the start of March 
and shift to writing narratives and expository essays. The book report (book talk) is also 
due on Thursday, February 14th. Information can be found on Google Classroom. 
 
Math - We continue on with our work with equations and then into inequalities.  I am 
being VERY strict with this unit, to build the capacity of students to create arguments 
and justify their work - an important Standard of Mathematical Practice. Also, weekly 
MCAS Practice Modules are now being assigned as online, outside of class 
assignments, so please help your students stay current with those.  In general, the level 
of effort seems to be declining, and so some refocus is definitely needed. 
 

8th Grade 
 
Science - Students will learn about the structure of atoms and the Periodic Table.  After 
vacation, we’ll take a quick break from chemistry and work on an engineering project to 
develop self-propelled cars. 
 
Social Studies -  This month, we will continue the focus on the Civil Rights Movement 
throughout the month of February up until break.  This will include important Supreme 
Court Cases related to the Civil Rights Movement that brought crucial change to our 
country in the form of laws in the mid 1960’s.  After February break we will begin a unit 
on the Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens.  As always current events are discussed 
on a regular basis in order to keep students informed and active citizens and 
participants in society.  
 
Language Arts - This month, we will continue working with To Kill a Mockingbird. There 
will be one more quiz prior to February break on the beginning of Part 2 (potentially 
Chapters 12 to 18). Students are doing great with the book thus far and seem very 
interested in Boo Radley’s background and the upcoming trial scenes. We will be 
continuing to analyze character development and the evolution of opinions within the 
story, as well as beginning argumentative writing. There will still be a large amount of 
homework, especially in terms of reading and note-taking. Thank you so much for all of 
your support with the text so far! 
 
Math -  We continue on with our work with multi-step equations and into the beginning 
of systems of linear equations.  I am being VERY strict with this unit, to build the 



capacity of students to create arguments and justify their work - an important Standard 
of Mathematical Practice.  Also, weekly MCAS Practice Modules are now being 
assigned as online, outside of class assignments, so please help your students stay 
current with those. In general, the level of effort seems to be declining, and so some 
refocus is definitely needed. 
 

Unified Arts 

Spanish News   
7th Grade - Students in 7th grade Spanish are continuing to work on the five different 
forms of you. This can be quite a difficult concept to master as we only have one form of 
you in English.They are using costumes, hypothetical situations, photos, and more to 
figure out the differences between formal and informal as well as singular and plural. 
Soon they will be able to use the different forms of you to describe and identify people 
with whom they are having a conversation.  Before long we will introduce verbs and 
teach children how to manipulate verbs to fit Spanish sentences. It takes awhile for 
children to master this concept. We will move through this part of the curriculum slowly 
to maximize student comprehension. We encourage your children to self advocate and 
ask for extra help if they feel confused.  
 

8th Grade - Eighth graders are moving quickly through the city/modes of transportation 
unit of study. They have mastered the vocabulary and are working with the grammatical 
structures to read, write, and speak with clarity.  
We are constantly requiring students to produce higher quality work. It is apparent they 
are completing their class assignments/homework too quickly just for the sake of saying 
“it is finished.  As the saying goes, the devil is in the details.  We are training your 
children to pay closer attention to the details and self-correct their work. We are more 
interested in the quality of the work they produce and no the quantity. 
Students need to remember to come fully prepared to class. Many students are not 
bringing pencils, lined paper, or flashcards. As we continue further into the year, please 
make sure your student has enough school supplies. 
 
Physical Education (Mr. Savard and Ms. Stanton): 



This month both yoga and basketball are offered during PE class.  Some days, students 
will be given a choice and other days they will be asked to try either basketball or yoga. 
Yoga classes are taught on the stage in the auditorium, the lights can be dimmed so 
students are at ease. The yoga lessons are based on YOGAFIT, students will learn how 
to care for their muscles with specific stretches and poses.  They will also learn how to 
calm their autonomic nervous system with relaxed breathing and refocusing their 
attention.  
With basketball, the 7th and 8th grade students will start with stations that all emphasize 
different aspects of the game.  There will be stations that focus mainly on shooting, 
stations that focus on actual game play, and a dribbling obstacle course station. 
Students will also have a chance to get involved in actual game play or play shooting 
games on the other side of the court once stations are finished. 
 
Art (Ms. Gosselin): 
Grade 7 and 8:  In February we will be taking part in Square 1 Art once again. 
Students will create a piece of art on a square which gets sent out to the company.  In 
March they will receive free stickers and if they choose to purchase additional items, a 
portion of the money comes back to the school!  You can check out the website at 
https://www.square1art.com/.  

**Examples are displayed on our art room Instagram page @nissitissitart.** 
 
Performing Arts: 
6-8 Concert Band: Excellent work by all students in our winter program.  Looking 
forward to a successful in school performance for all our staff and students on Friday 
February 1st.  Attendance at Monday morning band has been a little low the last couple 
of weeks.  Please make every effort to attend these rehearsals as when it is a chorus 
week for our rehearsal block, it is our only full band rehearsal of the week.  Be prepared 
to work hard these next few months as we prepare to take our playing to the highest 
level in preparation for the MICCA Festival. 
6-8 Chorus: Excellent concert season in December!  Our Select Chorus is busy 
preparing for our MICCA Competition on April 6th.  Please make every effort to make all 
before school rehearsals.  Concert Chorus will perform at the Great East Festival on 

https://www.square1art.com/


May 31st and we are working hard preparing for our end of the year concerts and our 
festivals! 
Central District Auditions:  Mr. Lanctot and Mrs. Wilson wish those students 
auditioning for the Massachusetts Central District Music Festival the best of luck at their 
auditions on Saturday February 2nd.  Our students have worked incredibly hard to 
prepare and we look forward to sharing the results with you in our next newsletter. 
 
Classroom Music (Mrs. Wilson): 
Grade 7: Students will continue their guitar or piano practice.  We also have begun our 

Jazz History unit and will continue our journey through Jazz through the month of 

January. 

Grade 8: Students are researching the life and times of the 1950’s and 60’s to prepare 

for their Beatles unit.  They will be able to understand how and why the Beatles had 

such an impact on our world through this project. 

 
Health (Mrs. Larochelle): 
Grade 7 - Students have looked at reliable resources in relationship to health 
information. They are working on an independant project about diseases and creating a 
slideshow to present to the class about the information they have learned.  
 
Grade 8 - We are finishing up first aid with medical emergencies they might encounter 
while they are out in the public or with friends. There was a recent news report about a 
student saving his mother because of the CPR skills he learned in health class. 
 
Guidance (Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Santiago):  Link to their update here 
 

General Information 
 

- Remember, math help is available every morning beginning at 7.15.  No 
appointment necessary.  Help with homework, reviewing topics, or retaking 
tests can be done at this time.  It also functions as a work space for 
students completing assignments for other subjects. 
 

- Progress Reports are February 1st 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1te0_pPiisLudNQCeu_qXgpUEcGti28b6


 
- With cold and flu season upon us, if you have any spare boxes of tissues 

to donate, we would be most appreciative. 
 

- Thank you for working with us as we try to create the best possible 
learning environment for your students.  We appreciate your support. 


