
      

        FIFTH GRADE WHITE TEAM 
Ms. Cunha,  Miss Oliveira, 

Mrs. Gath,  Miss Corbett &  Mrs. Girard 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 

          
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 
The month of January flew by, and parent conferences are right around the 
corner!  Conferences are on March 13th and March 14th.  Conference 
sign-up letters will go home on Friday, February 8, 2019 and will be stapled 
to your child’s planner.  
 



Progress Reports went home on Friday, February 1, 2019 and they need to 
be returned signed as soon as possible. 
 
Report Cards will be going home on Friday, March 22, 2019.  
  
 
Ms. Cunha, Miss Oliveira, Mrs. Gath, Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
scunha@nmrsd.org  
joliveira@nmrsd.org 
agath@nmrsd.org 
hcorbett@nmrsd.org 
 

       ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS               

                                                          Ms. Cunha 
 
Students have been reading The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: 
Exploring the Rainforest Canopy by Kathryn Lasky and many articles on 
the importance of rainforests.  
 
The class has been learning about the different informational text structures 
and text features.  Students created a text feature booklet.  They used this 
booklet to identify text features in informational books they’ve read in class. 
Students have also read many articles and had to identify the structure of 
each one.  After identifying the structure, students had to also write a 
summary for each article.  
 
Please remember that any assignment below an 80, with the exception of 
assessments, can be redone for homework for an averaged grade. 
However, assignments that are not below a 70 will not be written in the 
planner.  It will be the student’s responsibility to redo it. 
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                  SOCIAL STUDIES                   

                                                    Ms. Cunha 
 
Students are now learning about the events leading up to the American 
Revolution.  Once they learn about the events, they will create a game 
board based on them.  
 
Students are also in the process of learning a stanza from “Paul Revere’s 
Ride”  by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  They will create murals for their 
stanzas and then recite them in front of the class.  
 
Like English Language Arts, students may redo any work they get below an 
80, and just like in ELA, I will write assignments that are below a 70 in their 
planners, but I do not write ones that are above a 70.  
 

 

 

 

Mathematics  

Miss Oliveira 



Students have been improving on their simplifying of fractions. They learned a method 

(ladder method) to find the GCF of two numbers and have been using it to rename 

fractions with different denominators as well.  

 

Over the next few weeks students will be working on these skills:  

1. Find the GCF and LCM of two numbers. 

2. Renaming fractions/mixed numbers with different denominators to add/subtract.  

3. Simplifying fractions, and finding equivalent fractions.  

 

*Note: Students need to study their math facts! If they do one part of an algorithm 

wrong, then the whole problem will be incorrect. 90% of their fixes in class are because 

of a math fact mistake.  

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about composting and its benefits to the environment. We 

build their knowledge on landfills, and how to minimize waste. Students created their 

own compost designs with their knowledge. This project included a list of what to 

compost, and what should be recycled or thrown out. This is just one part of our major 

unit; Alternative Energy and Resources. The students did a GREAT job!  

 

Our next unit is about the water cycle. We review parts of the water cycle so that we 

have the background knowledge needed to discuss water pollution issues. We will also 

discuss the amounts of freshwater on earth, and how we can preserve it.  



 

 

Social Studies 

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about the events that led to the American Revolution. We 

have discussed these events in depth since they have some previous knowledge from 

the 3rd grade curriculum. As we reviewed each event, we created game cards for an 

American Revolution game board.  

 

This game board takes a few weeks to gather information. We just finished making the 

game cards for the board. Soon, they will be creating the board itself and adding 

Revolutionary illustrations and quotes. Hopefully, we can finish these and play them a 

few times before our vacation week! Students look forward to this every year, it's a fun 

way to gather information and review it with fellow classmates.  

 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. GATH 



 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MISS CORBETT 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

2/1 Progress Reports 

3/13 & 3/14 Parent Conferences 

3/22 Report Cards 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


