
 

   

7TH GRADE GREAT 

WHITE SHARKS 
 
 

The students recently 
completed Civic 
Awareness Essays in 
social studies and a 
common theme with 
them was the importance 
of recycling plastic and 
hopefully eliminating 
plastic at some point.  
This problem will fall on 
the students’ generation 
and the good thing is 
that they are aware of the 
issue and want 
something to be done. 
We have started 
collecting our plastic 
bottles here at Nissitissit 
and we hope that are 
doing the same things in 
your homes!! 
 

 

Important 

Dates 

February 1:  

Progress Reports go 

home 

February 8: 

Steam Day 

February 18-22: 

Vacation Week 

Happy Valentine’s 

Day 

This month we are 

featuring tips on 

getting involved 

with your child’s 

schoolwork. 
 
 

Nissitissit Middle 

School 

33 Chace Avenue, 

Pepperell MA 

Temporary Phone 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ms. Daniels 

Math  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
  

 

1. Talk to your child daily about school activities and experiences. 

2. Talk with teachers regularly -- even when no problems exist. 

3. Broaden your child's understanding of the world by visiting malls, 

museums, parks, universities, sports stadiums, theaters, farms, and 

local landmarks. 

4. Make learning relevant by encouraging activities that use what kids 

learn at school. Encourage kids to count money; make shopping lists; 

calculate costs, sales prices, and taxes; read menus and newspapers; 

and write letters. 

5. Designate a specific time and place for homework. 

6. Read to your child every day and encourage independent reading.  

7. Set goals that are challenging but attainable. 

8. Visit the school regularly and become involved in school activities 

as often as possible. 

9. Become familiar with your child's curriculum and its required skills 

and goals. 

10. Be aware that your attitudes about school and teachers influence 

your child's attitudes. 

 

The month of January has been filled with equations and inequalities. 

Students had a check-in on equations, then one on inequalities before the 

Unit 4 Assessment. All 3 should have or will be coming home shortly for a 

signature. Please sign and return all check-ins and assessments. Students, 

as always, can do extra practice work and re-take the check-ins or 

assessment. Please encourage your child to talk to me if he or she wishes to 

re-take. Up next, we will be working our way into Percents. This is the real 

world math we use all the time to find markups, discounts, tax, tip, and 

interest. We will conclude our section on interest with a credit card activity 

that you'll have to ask the kids about! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Walmsley 

Social Studies  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

This is a big month in history! The students will learn 

about the reasons why the Patriots were able to 

persevere and win the battle for independence.  

We are also going to analyze the meaning behind 

equality in the Declaration and the long struggle for 

equality that has been our nation’s heritage. February is 

Black History Month and we will look at some current 

events that reflect how far we have come as a unified 

country. 

Some Important Events in February’s History 

February 1, 1960 - In Greensboro, North Carolina, four African American students sat down and 

ordered coffee at a lunch counter inside a Woolworth's store. They were refused service, but did not 

leave. The scene was repeated over the next few days, with protests spreading to other southern states, 

resulting in the eventual arrest of over 1,600 persons for participating in sit-ins. 

February 2, 1848 - The war between the U.S. and Mexico ended with the signing of the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo. In exchange for $15 million, the U.S. acquired the areas encompassing parts or all of 

present day California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and Texas.  

February 8, 1587 - Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, was beheaded at Fotheringhay, England, after 19 

years as a prisoner of Queen Elizabeth I. She became entangled in the complex political events 

surrounding the Protestant Reformation in England and was charged with complicity in a plot to 

assassinate Elizabeth. 

February 15, 1898 - In Havana, the U.S. Battleship Maine was blown up while at anchor and 

quickly sank with 260 crewmembers lost. The incident inflamed public opinion in the U.S., resulting in a 

declaration of war against Spain on April 25, 1898, amid cries of "Remember the Maine!" 

February 20, 1962 - Astronaut John Glenn became the first American launched into orbit. 

Traveling aboard the "Friendship 7" spacecraft, Glenn reached an altitude of 162 miles and completed 

three orbits in a flight. Glenn was the third American in space, preceded by Alan Shepard and Virgil 

“Gus” Grissom who had each completed short sub-orbital flights. All of them had been preceded by 

Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin who was the first human in space, completing one orbit in 1961 - a feat 

that intensified the already ongoing Space Race between the Russians and Americans. Glenn’s successful 

flight showed that Americans had caught up. In September 1962, President John F. Kennedy’s gave a 

speech pledging to land an American on the moon before the decade’s end. 

February 24, 1582 - Pope Gregory XIII corrected mistakes on the Julian calendar by dropping 10 

days and directing that the day after October 4, 1582 would be October 15. The Gregorian, or New Style 

calendar, was then adopted by Catholic countries, followed gradually by Protestant and other nations. 

 

 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb-treaty-guad.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb-treaty-guad.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/ussmaine1.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/ussmaine.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Martin 

ELA Instructor 

ELA Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Noon 

Science  

Science Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Spanish  

Mr. Robinson 

and  

Mrs. McLeod 

 

 

 

Students have been very busy in ELA learning about Frederick 

Douglass. They are currently creating "Found Poems" by selecting 

particularly moving or interesting sections of Douglass's words and 

forming short, 30 word poems. They are coming out incredibly!  

The close reading involved in this unit is proving to be extremely 

beneficial to students. Close reading (multiple readings of short 

passages) is beneficial with any text, but especially with a text as 

complex and difficult as Douglass's. We will move from the Found 

Poems into some poems of slavery and focus on figurative 

language, sound devices and form.  

 

In February, students will learn about Earth's changing surface. They will 

begin to understand these changes on a global scale (Earth's geologic history) 

as well as a local scale (erosion, watershed protection, development).  While 

earthquakes, volcanoes, and landslides are not particularly relevant to our 

region, we will analyze data that shows the frequency, strength, and locations 

of these earth-shaping events. As well, we will explore how a changing climate 

may impact the frequency of severe weather events like droughts, heat waves, 

and precipitation patterns. Students will explore the multiple pathways that 

water takes within our hydrosphere (water cycle). Additionally, students will 

understand that a rising population, coupled with human activities and 

technologies, will place strains on natural resources, so we must strive to find 

alternate resources and also reduce, reuse, recycle, re-purpose, and recharge.  

 

   Students in 7th grade Spanish are continuing to work on the five 

different forms of you. This can be quite a difficult concept to master as 

we only have one form of you in English. They are using costumes, 

hypothetical situations, photos, and more to figure out the differences 

between formal and informal as well as singular and plural. Soon they 

will be able to use the different forms of you to describe and identify 

people with whom they are having a conversation. 

    Before long, we will introduce verbs and teach children how to 

manipulate verbs to fit Spanish sentences. It takes awhile for children 

to master this concept. We will move through this part of the 

curriculum slowly to maximize student comprehension. We encourage 

your children to self-advocate and ask for extra help if they feel 

confused.  

 


