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JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 
The new year allows us to start anew!  Great learning attitudes and lots of 
effort will earn students the grades they want to see on their report cards! 
Progress Reports will be going home on February 1, 2019, and students 
have ample time to get those grades up! 
 
 



Cold and flu season is upon us!  We are in dire need of tissues and Clorox 
Wipes!  Any and all donations will be greatly appreciated!  
 
Ms. Cunha, Miss Oliveira, Mrs. Gath, Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
scunha@nmrsd.org  
joliveira@nmrsd.org 
agath@nmrsd.org 
hcorbett@nmrsd.org 
 

       ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS               

                                                          Ms. Cunha 
 
All the work associated with Esperanza Rising is completed.  The class 
celebrated this momentous event with doing the Mexican Hat Dance with a 
partner.  Fun was had by all! 
 
Students are now going to be learning about nonfiction text structure and 
will be reading books about the rainforest.  The first book they will be 
reading is The Most Beautiful Roof in the World:  Exploring the Rainforest 
Canopy by Kathryn Lasky.  
 
In the this module, students will be reading nonfiction books and 
determining the text structure and will also be writing narratives and 
summaries. 
 
Please remember that any assignment below an 80, with the exception of 
assessments, can be redone for homework for an averaged grade. 
However, assignments that are not below a 70 will not be written in the 
planner.  It will be the student’s responsibility to redo it. 
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                  SOCIAL STUDIES                   

                                                    Ms. Cunha 
 
Students finished their research reports on colonial leaders and presented 
them to the class.  
 
Students are now learning about the French and Indian War and creating 
booklets on it.  After which, they will be learning about the events leading 
up to the American Revolution and creating a game board.  Students, in 
previous years, have really enjoyed this activity.  
 
Like English Language Arts, students may redo any work they get below an 
80, and just like in ELA, I will write assignments that are below a 70 in their 
planners, but I do not write ones that are above a 70.  
 

 

Mathematics  

Miss Oliveira 
Students have been improving on their accuracy with long-division algorithms. Students 

have mastered the steps of the algorithm, and so we then increase the value of the 

dividend and divisors. Students were taught strategies on how to estimate quotients of 



bigger numbers, and have been accurate by using these strategies. I will keep exposing 

them to this standard through homework so they don’t lose their “momentum.” 

 

Over the next few weeks students will be working on these skills:  

1. Find the GCF and LCM of two numbers. 

2. Renaming fractions with different denominators to add/subtract.  

3. Simplifying fractions, and finding equivalent fractions.  

 

*Note: Students need to study their math facts! If they do one part of an algorithm 

wrong, then the whole problem will be incorrect. 90% of their fixes in class are because 

of a math fact mistake.  

 

 

 

Science  

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about ecosystems and how energy flows through 

producers and consumers. Students connected with their favorite species and learned 

more about it’s part in a food chain. We also dissected owl pellets during this unit, which 

was very exciting! We talked about the owl’s diet, and identified the rodent/bird it ate.  

 

Students are now learning about composting and its benefits to the environment. We 

build their knowledge on landfills, and how to minimize waste. Soon, students will have 

enough knowledge of different compost designs, that they will design their own bin. This 

project will also include a list of what to compost, and what should be recycled or thrown 

out. This is just one part of our major unit; Alternative Energy and Resources.  

 

 



 

Social Studies 

Miss Oliveira 

Students have just finished a project on a famous figure from the American Revolution. 

Students choose their own figure and researched information about their early life, 

importance to the revolution, their stand in the war (loyalist or patriots) and other major 

accomplishments they had. This was done on Google Classroom where you can view 

their powerpoints.  

 

Students are now learning about the events that led to the American Revolution. We will 

be looking at these events in depth since they have some previous knowledge from the 

3rd grade curriculum. As we learn about each event, we will be creating game cards for 

an American Revolution game board. This game board is their next project, and it takes 

a few weeks to gather information. Students look forward to this every year, it's a fun 

way to gather information and review it with fellow classmates.  

 

 

 



 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. GATH 
 

 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MISS CORBETT 
 

Happy New Year Families! 

 
We are starting off the new year very productively! Students are becoming more familiar with 
teacher expectations and are increasing their independence in the classroom, which is exciting 
to see! The student demands are increasing as their first year of middle school progresses, if 
your student is having difficulty keeping up with their workload, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. We can work together to ensure that your child has a successful fifth grade school year. As 
always, please make sure your child is completing their nightly homework, it provides as a great 
opportunity to practice the skills we are working on in school.  
 
In my math group, we are continuing to work on relating multiplication and division and moving 
into all division. This is a new skill for my students and so far they are working really hard to 
grasp this challenging concept. Please practice multiplication facts with them nightly, 
automaticity in multiplication facts will help as we move forward to more challenging math 
concepts. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

2/1 Progress Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


