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We’re working on changing the mindsets of our students from “fixed” 

to “growth” – here’s how to help at home! 

 

1. Pay attention and verbally praise kids for skills that don’t sound predetermined: hard 
work, persistence, rising to a challenge, learning from a mistake, etc., rather than being 
“smart”, “brilliant” or “gifted.”  

2. Be a growth mindset role model. Be honest: how often do you say “I can’t 
(cook/sing/balance my bank account)” or “I’m terrible at (sports/spelling/public speaking)” 
as if there’s no hope for you? Make sure you’re sending the right message – maybe even 
take on something new! (Relax, it doesn’t have to be cooking.)  Our students all know 
that we expect them to finish any sentence about something they are currently unable to 
do with the word “yet”! 

3. Encourage your child to forget taking the easy route (where little learning is done) 
and instead embrace challenges.  A sheet full of questions he already knows the answers 
to won’t “grow the brain”, but one deeper thinking problem to solve will - even if he doesn’t 
get the correct answer. 

4. Remember growth mindset isn’t just academic; it applies to many areas of life 
(athletic, musical, social). Having trouble getting the basketball into the net?  Keep making 
mistakes on a guitar chord? Tried to initiate play with someone but it didn’t go well? 
Discuss the next step for improvement. 

5. Discourage envy of peers, and talk to your child about what he or she can learn from 
others who appear more successful. While skills may come more easily to some, most 
often there’s a (possibly unseen) element of practice, persistence, and hard work which 
leads to achievement. 

 

 



WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE 
CLASSROOMS? 

  
  

MATH: 

For the month of December, we have been working on 

our Expressions unit.  The students were introduced to a 

lot of new vocabulary in this unit.  Some examples are 

variables, terms, coefficients, and constants.  Students 

have been learning what variables are and are practicing using them in expressions. 

Along with a review of all math properties, we have done a lot of work on the 

distributive property, substitution, the order of operations, formulas, and 

combining like terms.  Homework continues every night Monday through Thursday.  

Remember – there are many tutorials and lessons directly online if your child is 

stuck, and I have many short videos directly on my website at 

6redmath.weebly.com.  Please remind your child to use their notes while doing 

homework - each day’s lesson will directly correlate to that night’s homework. 

 

SCIENCE: 

This January we will be finishing our journey through 

geologic time! Many students have created a poster to 

demonstrate their knowledge of a specific geologic era in 

Earth’s history.  Ask your child which block of time he or 

she chose! Through this project, students discovered 

that Earth’s continents have been constantly 

moving.  Our next unit in science will help students to understand the evidence 

behind our constantly moving continents and the science behind this incredible 

process!  Plate tectonics is where we are headed this month - so hang on, it may be 

a “bumpy” ride.     

  



  

ELA:    

Students are just finishing the unit on Greek mythology as 

well as the novel The Lightning Thief.   Students were asked 

to develop their own hero’s journey story as the culminating 

activity.  

We have also begun to read other genres such as plays, 

nonfiction articles, short fictional stories, and poetry.  A 

writing component is included with each activity in order to 

gain experience and practice when writing in many different styles.  

 

   

GEOGRAPHY:   

Students are studying the continents with 

the following teachers:    

Mrs. Lang - Europe 

Mrs. Carbone - Asia 

Ms. Warrington - Africa 

  

At the end of each trimester, students will be rotated to the next teacher to 

study the continent of specialty for each teacher.   During the last semester, we 

will also add the continent of South America to our list of curriculum topics. 
  

 

READING:  

 Book clubs have begun!  Students are now putting all their 

hard-earned skills to work independently!  They are now 

choosing a book that they are interested in reading and 

are required to complete a pamphlet that works on skills 

such as point of view, setting, comprehension questions, characterization, conflict, 

theme, literary devices and vocabulary.  This independent work (with teacher 

guidance) will continue for the remainder of the year.  

 


