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GREAT WHITE 

SHARKS 
 

 

Important Dates: 

November 6: 

Election Day             

No School 

Don’t forget to VOTE! 

November 12:    

Veteran’s Day           

No School 

November 19 & 20: 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences  

November 21:  

Early Release Day 

November 22 & 23: 

Thanksgiving Recess  

────  

Don’t forget to turn back 

your clocks on Saturday, 

November 2 
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33 Chace Avenue, Pepperell MA 

Temporary Phone Number 
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Ms. Daniels 

Math  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
  

 

Mrs. Martin 

ELA Instructor 

ELA Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Math students are working on Unit 2: Multiplying and Dividing Rational 

Numbers. They began in multiplying and dividing integers in October and 

are now applying those integer rules to work with decimals and fractions. 

In this unit, they will also be looking at the relationship between 

distributing and factoring as well as converting repeating decimals into 

fractions. Unit 3 will be Proportions! 

November will be a busy month in ELA! As you know from the weekly 

newsletters, Pygmalion will continue! Students are having fun acting the 

roles in class. We also look at short passages for close reading and text 

analysis. There will be another book review due in December/January. 

The assignment will be the same to help gain mastery of the text based 

essay skills.  

 
Students should be reading NIGHTLY for AT LEAST 15 minutes!   
Take a look at some data provided by Renaissance.  
 

 

 



The month begins with the mid-term elections on November 6. We will discuss the 
importance of this civic process. 
 
Then we will continue with the Revolutionary War. We have completed our 
Revolutionary War Battles project and there are many news broadcasts scheduled to 
air all month! Students did an amazing job filming their “breaking news” and it will be a 
unique way to show the details of the different battles that took place during the war. 
 
We are also beginning our historical fiction books, centered around the causes of the 
Revolutionary War. Their focus on this book is to answer the question; “Was the 
Revolutionary War avoidable?” Students have a rubric and they will be completing this 
in class. After this is completed, we will have a test on the causes of the Revolutionary 
War in the third week of November. Look for the date in our weekly news blast. There 
will be plenty of time for review before the test. 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Noon 

Science  

Science Instructor Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Walmsley 

Social Studies  Thu, Sep 27, 10:58 AM (22 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 

Famous Historical Events in November: 

 November 9, 1989: The Berlin Wall opens after 28 years as a symbol of the Cold War. 

 
 November 11, 1918: Signed at the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month, the 

Armistice between the Allied and Central Powers silences the guns of World War I. 

  

 November 19, 1863: President Abraham Lincoln delivers the Gettysburg Address during 
ceremonies dedicating the Gettysburg Battlefield as a national cemetery. 

 

 

 November 22, 1963: In Dallas, TX, President John F. Kennedy is assassinated as his 
motorcade passes the Texas Book Depository. About two hours later, on board Air Force 
One, Lyndon B. Johnson is sworn in as the 36th president. 

 

 

 November 26, 1789: President George Washington proclaims the first Thanksgiving Day—a 
day of prayer and public thanksgiving for the successful creation of the new American 
republic.  

 

 

 

Science- The Egg Drop Challenge is happening in November. Students will be 

busy crafting a lightweight container at home that can hold an egg in it and survive 

a 10 meter drop from the third floor to the first floor.                                             

Their knowledge of energy conversions, air resistance,                                         

and Newton's Laws will hopefully help all eggs survive.  

  

 

 

 

Students will also perform an energy audit of the home which 

will hopefully result in lower heating and electric bills or at 

least an awareness of the bills. Electricity and magnetism will 

become a focus of the science curriculum in the coming 

weeks. The Van de Graf machine can be a shocking 

experience for students.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Day of the Dead! 7th and 8th graders will be 

celebrating the Day of the Dead on Friday, November 

2nd. The 8th graders will be designing tombstones to 

honor and celebrate the lives of loved family members 

who have passed. The tombstones will be placed 

together to create a cemetery. Seventh graders will be 

decorating skull faces to resemble masks. The offering 

will be very colorful and include a Catrina (a skeleton 

dressed as a woman). Kids will enjoy a scavenger hunt 

and view selected video clips to learn about this special 

day.  This year the celebration will be in the auditorium. 

You are welcome to stop by to see the display.  

 

The Importance of Self-Advocacy for Students 

By Andrew M.I. Lee, J.D. 

  

 Self-advocacy is the ability to speak up for what you need. Being a good self-advocate can help your child 

academically and socially. You can help your child develop the skill of self-advocacy at any age, but it’s good to 

start early. 

As a loving parent, you advocate for your child’s needs. You talk with teachers, family members and others 

about those needs. And you help your child get support in and out of school. Part of being an effective 

advocate is teaching your child the skills needed for self-advocacy. It’s something you can start working on 

early with your child—and continue to work on over time.  

What Is Self-Advocacy 

Self-advocacy is a skill that allows kids to understand their strengths and weaknesses, know what they need to 

succeed and communicate that to other people. 

Self-advocacy can be broken down into a few key elements: 

 Understanding specific needs. (This is part of self-awareness.) 

 Knowing what help or support will address those needs, like tutoring or classroom accommodations. 

 Communicating those needs to teachers and others. 

From questions received at our Open House, you asked, and we listened! Enjoy this month’s article; 

Spanish  
Mr. Robinson  
Mrs. McLeod 

https://www.understood.org/en/about/authors/Andrew-M-I-Lee
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/working-with-childs-teacher/10-ways-to-be-an-effective-advocate-for-your-child-at-school
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/working-with-childs-teacher/10-ways-to-be-an-effective-advocate-for-your-child-at-school
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/self-awareness/the-importance-of-self-awareness
javascript:void(0);


 

 

 

The Benefits of Self-Advocacy 

Self-advocacy helps kids learn by creating solutions for challenges in school. In the note-taking example 

above, the child would do better in class by using voice recognition software. 

Of course, a parent could also advocate for voice recognition software. But when kids self-advocate, 

there are extra benefits. Kids who exercise self-advocacy can: 

 

 Find solutions to challenges parents may not be aware of 

 Build self-confidence in the ability to learn 

 Create a sense of ownership over their learning 

 Develop independence and self-empowerment 

These extra benefits can make a big difference for long-term success. Instead of feeling powerless and 

dependent on others, kids with self-advocacy skills are prepared to take on life’s challenges. (Read one 

mother’s story of how she learned it was time to empower her son to speak for himself.) 

The benefits of self-advocacy go beyond academics. Kids who can effectively self-advocate can 

communicate in social situations and even explain to friends why they sometimes need extra help. 

How to Build Self-Advocacy in Kids 

Because self-advocacy is so important, you may want to take specific steps to help your child build this skill. 

Here are some ways to help your child develop self-advocacy: 

 Talk with your child about strengths and weaknesses. 

 Have ongoing conversations about learning and attention issues. 

 Remind your child that asking for help is a good thing. 

 Praise your child’s efforts at speaking up. 

 Find a role model, like a mentor with learning and attention issues, for your child. 

 When a problem comes up, give your child a chance to solve it before stepping in. 

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/leaving-high-school/6-independent-living-skills-kids-need-before-moving-away-from-home
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/building-on-strengths/growth-mindset-books
https://www.understood.org/en/community-events/blogs/what-i-wish-id-known-sooner/2014/10/27/the-fourth-e-is-empower
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/child-social-situations/school-events-and-situations/my-childs-friends-think-hes-cheating-because-he-gets-extra-time-on-tests-what-should-i-do
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/building-on-strengths/6-steps-for-recognizing-strengths-in-kids-with-learning-and-attention-issues
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/understanding-childs-challenges/talking-with-your-child/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-learning-and-attention-issues
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/celebrating-successes/10-tips-for-giving-the-best-kind-of-praise
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/empowering-your-child/self-esteem/how-having-mentors-can-help-kids-with-learning-and-attention-issues
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/child-social-situations/school-events-and-situations/social-problems-at-school-how-and-when-to-jump-in

