
               

        FIFTH GRADE WHITE TEAM 
Ms. Cunha,  Miss Oliveira, 

Mrs. Gath,  Miss Corbett &  Mrs. Girard 
 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 

     

 Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

 
Parent Conferences are Monday, November 19, 2018, and Tuesday, November 20, 
2018.  A  sign-up letter will go home Friday, November 2, 2018, so please be on the 
lookout for it.  
 
Please remember that school starts at 8 a.m.  It is very important that students get to 
school on time.  Homeroom is a very important part of the day as students get all the 
materials they need for the day during that period.  
 
 
 



It would be greatly appreciated that if you want to do any of the following, that you 
should call the office and not email the teacher as the message could get lost during 
the hecticness of the day: 
 

★ Report that your child is going to be absent or tardy 
★ Inform school of vacation plans 
★ Change of bus 
★ Any change of how your child will be going home (i.e., bus, walk, change buses, 

etc.) 
★ That your child should go home with another person 

 
One of the expectations of students who go to band is to be responsible.  Students 
need to find out what they missed while at band lessons and do it for homework that 
night.  This way they are prepared for the next day in class.  Students are aware of this 
expectation and should be doing it.  
 
Cold and flu season is upon us.  Any donations of tissues and Clorox Wipes would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Also, please check your child's planner on a regular basis as we write work they owe, 
unsatisfactory grades, missing materials, etc. in their planner.  This keeps you informed 
of their progress in the class before Progress Reports or Report Cards are sent home.  

 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Ms. Cunha, Miss Oliveria, Mrs. Gath, Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
 
 
 
scunha@nmrsd.org  
joliveira@nmrsd.org 
agath@nmrsd.org 
hcorbett@nmrsd.org 
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                    ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS                   

                                                                           Ms. Cunha 
 
Students have been very busy in English Language Arts.  They are still reading  
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan and have completed several writing tasks 
associated with the book.  They have written open responses, summaries, and are now 
working on character reactions.  
 
The class is also working on metaphors.  I am starting off with basic ones until the 
students understand the concept and then more difficult ones from Esperanza Rising 
will be introduced.  
 
Students also created yarn dolls  which one of the main characters created in 
Esperanza Rising. See pictures below.   The class not only enjoyed the activity, they 
learned a few lessons on following directions as well.  
 

                                    
  
I am starting to send corrected work home with the students.  I have them keep the 
written work they are working on until the assessment, so they can use their work to 



improve future writing pieces.   Once the assessment has been completed, the 
students will bring the work home.  The assessments, though, will stay in the students’ 
ELA binders.  
 
In fifth grade, it is expected that students will write in complete sentences, capitalize 
proper nouns and the beginning of sentences, and punctuation sentences correctly. 
These are all skills that have been stressed from kindergarten on and should be 
incorporated in their work without prompting.  
 
I understand that a paper could get lost once in a while.  Mistakes happen.  However, if 
a child has been given a paper/work more than twice (first time and then a 
replacement), it will not be given it again.  It is her/his responsibility to not lose the first 
or second copy.  
 
Please remember that any assignment below an 80, with the exception of 
assessments, can be redone for homework for an averaged grade.  However, 
assignments that are not below a 70 will not be written in the planner.  It will be the 
student’s responsibility to redo it. 
 

                           SOCIAL STUDIES                          

                                                              Ms. Cunha 
 
Students are currently reading about the original 13 colonies and taking notes for a 
travel brochure they will be completing once the readings have been done.  They will 
have a rubric, a model, and a timeline  to follow to complete the brochure.  All projects 
in social studies are completed in class.  
 



Like English Language Arts, students may redo any work they get below an 80, and 
just like in ELA, I will write assignments that are below a 70 in their planners, but I do 
not write ones that are above a 70.  
 
 

 

 

Mathematics  

Miss Oliveira 
Students have had a few weeks of spiral homework. Students work on a few different skills for four 

consecutive nights. Students know that math homework is graded on the 4th day (Thursday night’s 

homework) as well as an overall homework grade that is based on effort and completion. We have 

been able to review and cover more standards using this homework model. We will continue to use it 

all year.  

 

Over the next few weeks students will be working on these skills in the place value system:  

 

1. Explain patterns in the number of zeros of the product when multiplying a number by powers of 10. 

Use whole-number exponents to denote powers of 10.  

2. Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers. (Include two-digit x four-digit numbers and, three-digit x 

three-digit numbers) using the standard algorithm.  

3. Find quotients with one or two digit divisors using the standard algorithm.  

 

*Note: Students need to study their math facts! If they do one part of an algorithm wrong, then the 

whole problem will be incorrect. 90% of their fixes in class are because of a math fact mistake.  

 



 

Science  

Miss Oliveira 

Students have been learning about matter and its interactions (phases). They just finished their 

chemical/physical change movie poster projects. They were so creative! Students can now identify all 

states of matter and their unique properties.  

 

Over the next few weeks we will be learning about plants and how they create their own energy. This 

connects to their previous unit on chemical changes, since photosynthesis is a chemical change. 

Students will eventually create a recipe card that explains what a plant needs to create its own 

energy. They will also know why humans and plants rely on each other(we need oxygen, and they 

need carbon dioxide). Once we have completed our photosynthesis unit, we will learn about 

composting and its benefits.  

 

 

Social Studies 

Students have learned about the characteristics of the Northern, Middle and Southern colonies. They 

have just finished up a brochure project that organizes all the research we gathered on each region. 

We gathered research from each section of the text over a 2 week period, discussed it, and then 



transferred it into our final product. Gathering information and creating a product is a new skill for 

most students. These are important skills for them to learn in their middle school career.  

 

Our next project will be modeled similarly. We will be gathering information on the events that led up 

the the Revolutionary War by reading each section of the text and discussing it. Students will 

eventually take this information, and create a game board as their product.  

 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. GATH 

 
Just as we have settled in to our new school year and adjusted to the new 

expectations and routines, the holiday season approaches!  The first few weeks of 
grade five began with review and revisiting of concepts learned in previous years.  In 
mid October and going forward, we are now in the midst of grade five routines, 
expectations and curriculum.  In order for all children to be successful and more 
responsible, we will continue to use the planners to record and track homework.  We 
will refer students back to look in their planner if they ask about homework.  Please 
encourage and participate in looking in your child’s planner each night as test/quizzes, 
school related forms and announcements are attached to the current pages.  

When the holidays are upon us, it is easy for routines to be challenged and 
disrupted.  We ask that you continue to support your children with the time and help to 
get their homework completed each night.  We continue to remind students the 
importance of practice at home for spelling and math skills.  Thank you for your help! 
 

 



 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MISS CORBETT 

Students are beginning to transition to the middle school routines nicely! In school, they 
are engaged in their classwork and excited to learn about new skills, while brushing up 
on some previously taught skills. As you know, the middle school curriculum is more 
rigorous than elementary and requires students to be fluent in both math and reading 
foundational skills. We ask that students are reading and practicing math facts nightly. 
If you would like extra practice work sent home for your child, please don’t hesitate to 
ask me. I would be happy to help and send home materials at their level. In addition, 
when students complete their homework that is to reinforce the skills that we are 
working on here at school, we greatly appreciate your support with this and checking in 
with your child to ensure that they are completing homework on a daily basis. 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

11/19 & 11/20 Parent Conferences 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


