
Growth Mindset
This month, our team has started explicitly
discussing growth mindset with students. Every
Monday, we give them a new growth mindset
statement to think about during the week. On
Friday, students answer a question relating to that
week’s statement. For example, one statement
was a quote from Thomas Jefferson: “I haven’t
failed, I’ve just found 10,000 ways for it not to
work.” Then, Friday’s question read, “Why is it OK
to fail? What did you learn when you failed at
something?” Each student provides an answer
which is displayed for everyone to see.
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November Conferences

Conferences will be held the afternoon
of Monday, November 19, and afternoon and
evening conferences will be on Tuesday, November
20. We will be sending home a sign up for
conference requests the first week of November.
You may request a conference with a single
teacher, part of the team, or the entire team of
teachers. Conferences are scheduled on a first
come first served basis. So make sure to return
your request in promptly.

Science
We have started our Astronomy unit with
inquiries on how mass and distance affect gravity.
We also learned about inertia, so the students
now know why Earth, the sun, planets and other
celestial bodies stay in orbit. We discovered
Earth’s place in the universe, and we are making
models to show solar and lunar eclipses, and
moon phases. We are using the online version of
the Pearson textbook to complete assignments
and reinforce the astronomy topics. We are
continuing to use the ISN (Interactive notebooks)
which will be useful not only to review, but will be
helpful in the upper grades as the science
curriculum spirals through eighth grade.

Reading

As we kick started October with a boom, students
have been working diligently to learn aspects of
literary genres and applying their knowledge to
the novel Percy Jackson and the Olympians, The
Lightning Thief. Through activity based mini-
lessons, whole class reading, small group reading
and independent work, students are progressing
through material that promotes fluency, higher
thinking and comprehension.

Our classes all participate in a Do Now that
revolves around the mechanics and usage of the
English language. The students are grasping these
concepts and are now showing large
improvements within their fluency,
comprehension and writing! Our major topic in
October has been theme, where we’re learning
what a theme is, why it is important and even
how it can be applied to multiple stories across
different genres.



Geography

After wrapping up our study of map elements and
South America, students will rotate to another
teacher on the team to study a new continent. Mrs.
Mariano will cover Europe, Mrs. Greelis will cover
Asia, and Ms. Estes will cover Africa.

Language Arts

In ELA, we are continuing on our “Hero’s Journey”
through the reading of The Lightning Thief as well
as examining several other myths that closely
relate. Since Percy is on a Hero’s Journey, we have
been tracking the stages as he goes through as we
read. This is all in preparation for the final
assessment with this unit where students will have
an opportunity for narrative writing, creating their
own Hero’s Journey.

Remember, students are encouraged to read
independently at home! Studies have shown that
reading helps to increase vocabulary, helps you
become a better speller, and it makes you a more
empathetic person. Try reading the same book as
your child and talking to them about it! Please feel
free to reach out if you ever need book
suggestions.

Math

We have finished our unit on fractions! We
found out that it is much easier to multiply
and divide fractions than it is to add or
subtract. We even had a chance to sing our
dividing fractions song in math class! We will
continue to review fractions throughout the
year.

Problem solving will be a big area of focus
this year. Many of our problems will involve
multiple steps and use more than one of our
learned concepts. Communicating
mathematically is very important in the
problem solving process. We have been
practicing using labeled steps to
communicate in our Daily Problem
and other class work.

Our next unit of study will be on
decimals. We will have a brief review on
multiplying decimals, but our major focus
will be on dividing decimals by decimals, as
well as problem solving.

I am very pleased with the amount of
students who are coming in early for extra
help. Way to go future mathematicians!


