
 
 

Goal: To promote the learning and growth of all students through effective 
partnerships with families, caregivers, community, members and organizations.  
 
Welcome to the Official Newsletter of the Split Team of Nissitissit Middle School.  We 
hope you feel more informed about the daily lives of your students. 
 

7th Grade 
 
Science - We will be studying plant structure, function, and diversity, as well as 
ecology.  These topics will be taught with a combination of lab activities, dissections, 
aquariums, live animals, and field work. 
 
Social Studies -  We will be wrapping up our Introduction to History unit and we will 
begin the Pre American Revolution unit.  This unit will cover the French and Indian War 
up until the beginning of the American Revolution.  Where the Intro unit in the beginning 
of the year left off, we will begin to dissect primary sources and answer important 
historical questions related to the beginnings of the United States.  
 
Language Arts - We will finish up our short story unit and move onto Pygmalion, the 
story of a young girl who is pushed to become a lady in England in the early 20th 
Century. We will be dissecting some tricky language as we read the play aloud and 
answer text-based questions. Aside from this, students will have their first book report (a 
one-pager) due on October 12th. 
 
Math - We will be finishing our unit on Adding and Subtracting positive and negative 
numbers (integers and rational numbers), and moving on to Multiplication and Division. 
These are important foundational skills that can establish comfort for students for the 
remainder of the year, so work hard! 
 
  



8th Grade 
 
Science - We will be reviewing cell structure, mitosis, and genetics.  These topics will 
be taught with a combination of lab activities, microscope work, model making, and live 
animals. 
 
Social Studies -  We have just recently wrapped up the Intro to History Project, and we 
will begin a unit on Civics.  This will include the review of the three branches of the 
United States government and their specific roles and purpose.  We will also focus on 
the rights, roles, and responsibilities of being a citizen in the United States.  This will 
eventually lead up to the midterm elections in early November.  
 
Language Arts - We will continue reading Inside Out and Back Again, a story of a 
refugee during the Vietnam War who immigrated to Alabama. We will be reading, 
annotating, and writing open responses using textual evidence. Aside from this, 
students will have their first book report (a one-pager) due on October 12th. 
 
Math - We have finished our section on Transformations, and have begun working in 
Parallel Line Geometry and studying angle relationships.  By the end of the month, the 
students will learn what irrational numbers are, and how to manipulate them like any 
other numbers they have seen to this point.  This will help when we get to the 
Pythagorean Theorem later in the year. 
 

Unified Arts 
 

Spanish (Sr. Robinson and Sra. McLeod):  Eighth graders have finished the reviewing 
and started working with the eighth grade curriculum.  The first unit of study will include 
school materials, after school activities, and social media vocabulary. All students 
should continue to focus on learning new vocabulary words and how to spell them.  
 
Physical Education (Mr. Savard and Ms. Stanton): Weather permitting, all PE classes 
will be going outside to play aerobic team sports.  Students are encouraged to bring 
water bottles and sunglasses outside. The fields are covered in dew at the beginning 
of the day. Bringing old sneakers for PE is a great idea if you have class in the 
morning.  Over the next several weeks students will learn how to throw and catch a 
football.  After practicing in small groups, students will play Capture the Football and/or 
Ultimate Football.  If it is raining and we are unable to go outside, we will complete the 
fall fitness testing.  



 
Art (Ms. Gosselin): For the first few weeks of September, every student in 5th through 
8th grade has worked on a collaborative quilt project.  This will be on display in the main 
hallway downstairs.  You will be able to see the quilt and other upcoming projects on 
Mrs. Gosselin’s Instagram page this year once again.  You can follow the art room on 
Instagram @nissitissitart.  In September and October students in 7th grade will be 
introduced to the Mexican Holiday El Dia De Los Muertos and explore printmaking. 
Students will print their own Calavera (skull) designs.  8th grade students will be 
working on drawing a fall still life using line to create value. 
 
Performing Arts (Mrs. Wilson and Mr. Lanctot): 

Chorus: 
Select & Concert Chorus 6-8 Concert - Thursday, December 13th @ 7:00pm 

Select Chorus 
National Anthem for the Manchester Monarchs on November 17th 

Pre-schools & Senior Center on Friday, December 14th from 8:15am - 11:30a.m. 
 
7th Grade band students are back in the swing of things as routines are established 
from last year.  Many of our 7th grade students have found a leadership role while 
helping our 6th grade students in our program as they remember the difficulty they had 
last year.  That has been a great thing to see in our band room.  Our music folders have 
started to grow with new material being handed out on a weekly basis. Please continue 
to encourage practice time as you would with other content areas. 
8th Grade band students are back in the swing of things as routines are established 
from past years.  Many of our 8th grade students have found a leadership roles while 
helping our 6th grade students in our program as they remember the difficulty they had 
in that role years ago.  That has been a great thing to see in our band room.  Our music 
folders have started to grow with new material being handed out on a weekly basis. 
Please continue to encourage practice time as you would with other content areas. 
 
Classroom Music (Mrs. Wilson): In both grades, music students started the year off 
with setting healthy expectations for respecting each other and treating each other with 
kindness.  This activity will allow students to take risks in music class and build a 
supportive culture to express their musicianship.  Throw 1’s! 
In 7th grade, we are reviewing our note names on the G-Clef and F-Clef.  Students 
may practice on www.musictheory.net at home!  We will be exploring scales, key 
signatures and chords with this foundation.  We are also practicing our active listening 
skills applied to instruction and musical examples. 

http://www.musictheory.net/


In 8th grade, we have started the year learning about the different genres in music. We 
have started researching artists that perform in each genre and will participate in a 
culminating activity as a class. 
 
Health (Mrs. Larochelle): In 7th grade, we have explored the 7 aspects of wellness. We 
will be talking about peer pressure and how to combat it appropriately. In 8th grade, we 
are starting information about CPR. I am an American Red Cross trained instructor and 
will be teaching the students how to help in emergency situations. They will not be 
certified when we are done with the unit. 
 
Guidance (Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Santiago):  Link to their update here 
 

General Information 
 

- Remember, math help is available every morning beginning at 7.15.  No 
appointment necessary.  Help with homework, reviewing topics, or retaking 
tests can be done at this time.  It also functions as a work space for 
students completing assignments for other subjects. 
 

- The 7th grade will be walking to the Nissitissit River during the month of 
October.  Please make sure you know which day your student is going, and 
to have them dress properly for the weather.  In general, dressing 
appropriately for the weather should be a daily occurrence. 
 

- There will be an eighth grade field trip for all those interested in attending 
Nashoba Tech next fall. This will be a half day trip on Friday, October 12th. 
A permission slip went home on September 27th. Please fill it out and 
return it as soon as possible. Contact Mrs. Thomas (mthomas@nmrsd.org) 
with any questions. 
 

- Progress Reports will be sent home on October 19th.  Please sign and 
return them as soon as possible 
 

- Thank you for working with us as we try to create the best possible 
learning environment for your students.  We appreciate your support. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qy1XTtBUOQy0xiN0gEjMPZHO0Pu4cVII/view?usp=sharing
mailto:mthomas@nmrsd.org

