
G.R.E.A.T. Poster Contest Results

Students	were	asked	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	
to	create	posters	with	the	acronym	GREAT	and	
discuss	what	it	means	in	relation	to	our	team.	
There	were	many	wonderful	submissions,	and	it	
was	a	difficult	decision!	First	place	went	to	Jillian,	
second	went	to	Amira,	and	third	went	to	Quinn!	
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Geography

All	students	are	learning	map	skills	in	
Geography.	We	have	been	creating	inquiry	
based	projects	in	class	to	incorporate	
longitude	and	latitude	as	well	as	the	Five	
Themes	of	Geography.	 We	will	then	learn	
about	South	America	before	
we	switch	Geography	teachers	
to	learn	about	the	other	
continents	of	the	world.

Science
The students are off to a great start in Science!
The students have been using triple-beam
balances to find mass of objects in grams,
graduated cylinders to find volume in milliliters,
and using metric rulers to find length in
centimeters and millimeters. The students are
learning to think like a scientist and become
problem solvers. They are realizing that it is ok to
make a mistake because that is how we learn, and
mistakes are valuable.
As	Thomas	Edison	once	said:

“I	have	not	failed.	I've	just	
found	10,000	ways	that	won't	
work.”

Reading
As the school year got off to a great start, the
students have learned daily expectations and
have grasped an understanding of the class’
flow. We begin each class with previously learned
skills to reinforce grammar, usage, and mechanics
within the English language; all of the students
have been doing very well. We’ve also introduced
the children to Greek and Latin root words that
correspond to Percy Jackson and the Lightning
Thief by Rick Riordan, which is currently being
read in English Language Arts. This vocabulary
program will progressively teach the students
stronger word choice and promotes stronger
reading/writing skills with fun activities.

Throughout the rest of the trimester, we will be
covering literary elements such as character traits,
types of characters, plot and theme, as well as
literary devices such as similes, metaphors,
alliterations and personifications which will all aid
in understanding the curriculum.



ELA

Our ELA and Reading classes are working in tandem
on the skills related to the novel Percy Jackson and
the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. We are focusing
on character traits, learning to get the gist of a
passage, and using context clues to identify the
meaning of unknown words. By the end of the
novel, we will understand what it means to be a
hero through class discussion and the examination
of the elements of the hero’s journey. Students will
then be asked to write a narrative task about their
own hero’s journey!

Performing Arts
Select	&	Concert	Chorus	6-8	Concert	is	Thursday,	December	13th	@	7:00p.m.

Select	Chorus	will	perform	the	National	Anthem	for	the	Manchester	Monarchs	on	November	17th
Select	Chorus	will	perform	for	the	Pre-schools	&	Senior	Center	on	Friday,	December	14th	from	8:15a.m.	-

11:30a.m.

Our 6th Grade band students have stepped up to the plate as they are now members of our 6-8 concert
band. The technical demand the responsibility of their music has increased substantially and they are
putting forth a great effort so far. While in the band room they are working hard and engaged as our
7th/8th grade students are offering support. All 6th grade students are gaining confidence in their abilities
during lessons and making great improvements. Please continue to encourage practicing habits at home.

Math

“Math is Your Friend!” We are truly starting to
believe this! We are successfully making the
transition from elementary math to middle school
math. We are learning to look at the class notes
when completing homework and are being
introduced to writing mathematically when
problem solving. So far we have covered Divisibility
Rules, Prime Factorization, GCF, and LCM. This will
help us with our next unit on multiplying and
dividing fractions and mixed numbers. If your child
is confused, encourage him/her to look at their
notes, watch videos posted on Google Classroom,
tutorials on Big Ideas Math, or come in for extra
help!

Physical Education

Weather permitting, all PE classes will be going
outside to play aerobic team sports. Students
are encouraged to bring water bottles and
sunglasses outside. The fields are covered in
dew at the beginning of the day. Bringing old
sneakers for PE is a great idea, if you have class
in the morning. Over the next several weeks
students will be playing soccer. Students will be
grouped in a variety of ways. Somedays students
will be heterogeneously mixed and other days,
they will choose between competitive games
and non-competitive games. If it is raining and
we are unable to go outside we will complete
the fall fitness testing or playing futsal. This is
the first year we are offering futsal at NMS.

Health
We have explored the health triangle and the 3
aspects that make up the triangle. We are
looking at different types of lifestyles and
benefits.



Classroom Music

Sixth grade music students started the year off
with setting healthy expectations for respecting
each other and treating each other with
kindness. This activity will allow students to take
risks in music class and build a supportive culture
to express their musicianship. Throw 1’s! We are
reviewing our note names on the G-Clef and
F-Clef. Students may practice on
www.musictheory.net at home! We are also
practicing our active listening skills applied to
instruction and musical examples.

FROM THE NMS STUDENT HANDBOOK: SMOKE-FREE SCHOOL POLICY

The Massachusetts Clean Indoor Air Law, effective April 13, 1988, “prohibits smoking in public and private
schools.” This law was expanded by the Educational Reform Act of 1993, Section 36 of Chapter 71 which
calls for the prohibition of tobacco products within school buildings, facilities, on school grounds, and on
school buses. Tobacco products include cigarettes, electronic cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, and/or their
packages, cigarette lighters, or matches. No person is allowed to possess these products in part of the
school facility, grounds, or school buses including before school, during school, or after school hours.

Students caught smoking in the building or on school grounds will be subject to up to a five (5) day
external suspension. North Middlesex Regional High School partners with the Townsend Board of Health
and the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Alliance to further enforce our current tobacco use procedure and
town ordinances. According to Smoke-Free Workplace Law (M.G.L. c. 270, § 22) and the Massachusetts
Education Reform Act, the penalty for smoking or use of any tobacco product is a $100 civil fine that
applies to everyone, including students, staff, and visitors. The fine is payable to the city or town clerk,
similar to a parking ticket. School administrators have been designated as agents to issue these citations
for the purposes of enforcing this law in school buildings and school buses. Students will receive these
citations via certified mail and fines must be paid or appealed within 21 days. If the fine is not paid, the
citation becomes a civil offense and the student will receive a summons to appear before the Court
Magistrate in Ayer District Court. If the fine is still not paid, the civil citation becomes a criminal offense.

North Middlesex also prohibits the possession of any tobacco products or non-FDA approved
nicotine delivery devices (e.g., e-cigarettes, hookah pens, or vape paraphernalia), or other tobacco
products in school, on school grounds, on school buses, or in school facilities.

NOTE:	 This	policy	applies	to	both	students	and	adults	at	all	events	including	inside	the	facilities	and	any	
exterior	location	on	campus.

Note from the Counselors: 
Ms. Thomas and Ms. Santiago

Instagram:	NMSschoolcounselor
Facebook:	NMS	School	counselor

It has come to our attention that vaping is
becoming more prevalent among students. Our
updated student handbook has now included
vaping. This is a major infraction on school
grounds/buses as our students are still minors. It
is a very dangerous and unhealthy habit to have
as well. Below are some resources for parents,
and if you are interested in learning more, please
email me, and I will put together a presentation
for parents mthomas@nmrsd.org. Thank you.

http://makesmokinghistory.org/dangers-of-
vaping/products/



I’m so glad I live in a world 
where there are Octobers.

- L. M. Montgomery

Technology

Sixth Grade technology students are
working with databases using Google
Sheets. Students have created their own
budget for a fictional party and are
creating formulas to stay within their
given budget. Students are also
calculating tax for their purchases and
creating formulas that change with each
new line item.

Art
For the first few weeks of September, every student in 5th
through 8th grade has worked on a collaborative quilt
project. This will be on display in the main hallway
downstairs. You will be able to see the quilt and other
upcoming projects on Mrs. Gosselins Instagram page this
year once again. You can follow the art room on Instagram
at nissitissitart. In September/October
students in 6th grade will be
creating interesting symmetrical
name designs.

Library

Sixth Grade Library Students are reviewing basic
Library skills that were learned in Grade 5. They
have been reminded how to use Destiny, the
library book catalog, to search for books in the
library, differentiate between Fiction and
Nonfiction call numbers, and create citations for
nonfiction books and websites. Students also
renewed their district NoodleTools accounts to
use as a tool to streamline research. We will begin
our first research project on the topic of
inventions in Library class this month.

Academic Assistance

In order to support students, we have Academic
Assistance time built in to our schedule. This time
allows students to finish an incomplete
assignment, ask for help with math problem
solving and written language revising, or organize
their binder with teacher oversight. All student
have this time once a week, some students who
receive Special Education support may have an
additional block of Academic Assistance to
support their learning needs. This is not a time for
homework completion. At the beginning of the
year, we prompt students and remind them of
assignments they need to work on. At this time,
we are guiding them through the routines and
expectations and the children are responding with
very nice manners and gratitude for the tips we
offer.


