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Ms. Cunha,  Miss Oliveria, 

Mrs. Gath,  Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

 
It was so great meeting everyone at Open House!  We hope you found the 
presentation informative.  There will also be monthly newsletters to keep you informed 
about what is going on in our classrooms.  Look out for one during the first week of the 
month! 
 
Responsibility is the key to a successful year.  Students are expected to have their 
materials with them when they come to class, stay on task, and do quality work.   They 
also need to learn to become more independent and be able to problem solve on their 
own.  Some students may find this frustrating as they may not have had much 
experience in these areas, and that is okay.   Eventually they will get better at these 
tasks.  Students are given instructions, shown models/examples, and informed of 



expectations before any assignment, so they should be able to complete it on their own 
and/or with a partner. 

Progress Reports will be going home on Friday, October 19, 2018.    The first Progress 
Report grades tend to be high as there are fewer grades at the start of the year 
because a lot of time is spent setting expectations.  Also, a lot of the work at the 
beginning of the year is done together, so students know exactly what is expected of 
them.  This goes on until Columbus Day, and after that, the grades they receive are a 
reflection of what they, themselves, are doing in class.  Fifth grade is a big transition 
from fourth, and the weeks before Columbus Day are spent trying to get routines and 
expectations set for the year!  

Also, please check your child's planner on a regular basis as we write work they owe, 
unsatisfactory grades, missing materials, etc. in their planner.  This keeps you informed 
of their progress in the class before Progress Reports or Report Cards are sent home.  

 
We strongly recommend that you sign-up for Aspen, too!  We all post important 
information along with helpful websites on this site.  
 
Communication is very important so please do not hesitate to call any of us if you have 
any questions or concerns regarding your child.  
 
Happy October!! 
 
Ms. Cunha, Miss Oliveria, Mrs. Gath, Miss Corbett & Mrs. Girard 
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                    ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS                   

                                                                           Ms. Cunha 
 
English Language Arts has two parts.  The first part focuses on my working with the 
students on how to read closely and write detailed responses.  The second part is skill 
based and has two to three parts depending on the lesson. While students are working 
on the tasks, I work with individuals and small groups.   Below is a sample of what the 
second part looks like during this period.  
 

Task #1  
Partner 

(10 minutes) 

Task #2 
Independently 
(25 minutes) 

Task #3 
Independently 
(15  minutes) 

Subject/Predicates 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
>With your partner read  
  each sentence and  
  underline the simple  
  subject of each  
  sentence. 
 
>Pass sheet in when  
  completed. 

Independent Reading 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
>Get ELA binder and 
  Independent reading  
  book 
>Sign-in (reading log) 
>Silenty read 
>Log-out (reading log) 

Written Response 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
>Get ELA binder and IR  
  book 
>Open binder to WR  
  section 
>Write the title of the book  
  and date on the first line  
  of paper 
>Starting on the next line,  
  respond to your reading  
  from today by: 
>Tell about the connections that you  
  made while reading the book. Tell  
  how it reminds you of yourself, of  
  people you know, or something that  
  happened in your life.  It might  
  remind you of other books,  
  especially the characters, events,  
  or setting.  If it does, write about it. 

 
The students are currently reading Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan.  I read a 
chapter to the class and discuss the main points as well as make connections between 
what is happening in the story and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights written 



by the United Nations.  The students then read the chapter again and answer 
comprehension questions with their partners.  
 
There is a lot of discussions that goes on in class regarding the reading.  These 
discussions help the students to form a more comprehensive answer to the questions 
given at the end of the reading.  It is imperative that your child take these discussions 
seriously and participate in them. 
 
Writing skills are taught during the course of the readings.  I am currently showing 
students what is expected of them when answering comprehension questions.  An  
answer needs to be detailed and has to have evidence from text to support response. 
The question needs to be echoed (repeated) in the answer as well.   Students in fifth 
grade are expected to write in complete sentences, capitalize the beginning of 
sentences, and have ending punctuation.  
 
During the second block, students have worked on vocabulary, synonyms, dictionary 
skills, proverbs, subjects, and predicates with their partners.  
 

                           SOCIAL STUDIES                          

                                                           Ms. Cunha 
 
Students are currently reading about the colonization of North America from the 
textbook, Building a Nation, by Scott Foresman.  Students listen to the readings on a 
CD and follow along with either a bookmark or their fingers.    They then summarize 
each section with their partners.  Also, as a class, the readings are discussed to further 
help with understanding. Students then answer comprehension questions with their 
partners.  
Once they have completed the background knowledge on colonization, they will create 
a pamphlet enticing people from Europe to colonies to settle in one of the regions in 
North America.  
 



Most topics in social studies will have a project.  Students will always see a model and 
receive a rubric before they start one.  All projects are done in class.  
 
 

 

Mathematics  

Miss Oliveria 

 
Students are transitioning into the middle school math classroom and working on good 

work ethic in class and at home (homework). Students have math homework every 

weeknight. Students know that math homework is graded on the 4th day (Thursday 

night’s homework) as well as an overall homework grade that is based on effort and 

completion.  

 

Over the next few weeks students will be working on these skills in the place value 

system:  

 

1. Recognize that in a multi-digit number, including decimals, a digit in any place 

represents 10 times as much as it represents in the place to its right and 1 ⁄10 of what it 

represents in the place to its left. 

2. Explain patterns in the number of zeros of the product when multiplying a number by 

powers of 10. Use whole-number exponents to denote powers of 10.  

3. Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths.  
4. Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers. (Include two-digit x four-digit numbers and, three-digit x 

three-digit numbers) using the standard algorithm.  



 

Science  

Miss Oliveria 

 

Students have been learning how their Interactive Science Notebook is used 

throughout their middle school career. Students keep their ISN in my classroom all 

year and take it home in June. They have done a great job so far on following those 

expectations.  

 

Over the next few weeks students will be learning about matter and its interactions. 

Students will know matter can be identified by observing and measuring its properties 

in all of its states. Also, they will learn about the difference between mixtures and 

solutions, and what makes a “change in matter” chemical or physical.  
 

 

 

Social Studies 

Miss Oliveria 

 

Students have learned about the first settlements in Virginia and New England. 

Students will be focusing on the thirteen colonies over the next few weeks. They will 

know the characteristics of the Northern, Middle and Southern colonies.  



 

In 5th grade, there is a lot of non-fiction reading and work to go with the readings. We 

have been practicing our turn and summarize strategies while listening to the text on 

CD or read by myself. Typically, one section is read, and students will turn and talk with 

their partner. Their job is to summarize the passage to their partner, and the other 

partner may add any missing information. Then, we talk as a whole class. At the end of 

a chapter, students answer comprehension questions with their partners. Students are 

being reinforced to go back into the book, and find the evidence needed. Most of the 

questions were already discussed as a class, so students are also to pay attention to 

the whole class discussions during readings.  

 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. GATH 

In order to support students, we have Academic Assistance time built in to our 
schedule. This time allows students to finish an incomplete assignment, ask for help 
with math problem solving and written language revising, or organize their binder with 
teacher oversight. All student have this time once a week, some students who receive 
Special Education support may have an additional block of Academic Assistance to 
support their learning needs. This is not a time for homework completion. At the 
beginning of the year, we prompt students and remind them of assignments they need 
to work on. Over the course of fifth grade, students are usually referring to their planner 
to check for missing work and they become less reliant on teachers for reminders. At 
this time, we are guiding them through the routines and expectations and the children 
are responding with very nice manners and gratitude for the tips we offer.  

 



 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF MISS CORBETT 

 
 

Hello Families! 

 
It has been an exciting September getting to know your children! If your child comes to 
my Academic Assistance classes on Wednesdays and Fridays we have been working 
on getting to know each other, building a classroom community, and discovering what 
it means to have a growth mindset. 
 
In October, we will be working hard to provide additional math, ELA, and reading 
support as we see needed for your child in their core classes. My goal will be to follow 
a spiral math plan, in which we spend time focusing on current math skills being taught 
in the classroom, as well as those where students benefit from repeated practice. For 
English Language Arts/ Reading skills, I will provide students with activities around the 
phonics skills we are working on in the classroom. This month I would particularly like 
to work on dictionary skills and being able to find definitions of words because we will 
use these skills often in the classroom. 
 
As always, Academic Assistance lesson plans are flexible to meet the needs of my 
students. I always offer time for students to get caught up on homework that they may 
not have completed or that they need assistance with completing.  
 
I am looking forward to another successful month with your learners! 
 
Heather Corbett 
 



 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

10/19:  Progress Reports (Please sign and return to school!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 


